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Words From the
President

Can you believe it’s already
November? And thankfully
the colors we've seen in our
rivers have been the reflection
of the beautiful Ileaves
changing color and not dyes

and chemicals.
Thank God those days are

OVEr.

I want to remind everyone

that the Woonsocket
Historical Society is open with
new hours of 10—1 on
Saturdays

With Christmas coming, 2a
Woonsocket book, mug or tile
would make a wonderful gift.

This year the historical
society’s commemorative mug
and tile features The

Woonsocket Call building and
we still have inventory on
both. They sell for $8.

Our holiday open house is
scheduled for Saturday, Dec.
8 from 1-4. Hope you will be
able to join us for good
conversation and refreshment.

Looking forward to 2013, the
City of Woonsocket will be
celebrating its 125t
Anniversary. In 2013, look for
special events to
commemorate this milestone.

Wishing you all a very Merry
Holiday Season!

Iresme Blads, President

42 S, Main Street

Woonsocket, Rl 02895
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Further Tales of the Arnold Vose Cemetery World

The work in the cemetery is
basically over for the year.
While the Fall cleanup never
occurred. it looks much better
than it did when the Society
took over it’s maintenance two
years ago.

Due to a members comment of
“there is a historical cemetery
near my house that s
overgrown, needs help and
what can be done about it.”
Until the Society took over, the
City of Woonsocket
occasionally  cleaned  and
weeded but hadn’t done in
some time due to manpower
and budget cuts. Since there
are several people buried in it
that are important to the history
of the city, the society decided
that it should do something.

Tidbits of the Past

In 1841 newspapers in New
York and Philadelphia reported
that Woonsocket women were
shocked over the vice and ram-
pant racketeering in the commu-
nity and staged what may be the
first suffrageties parade in the
country. The Blackstone River
canal and then. in 1847, the
advent of the railroad made
Woonsocket a center for travel-
ers and immigrant workers and
was known for the great number
of its taverns.

The first post office within the
city limits was opened on Mar-
ket Square in 1820.

The first telephone was installed
in 1880 and by the following
year, there were 96 telephones
in the community.

The YMCA was organized in
1883.

Several cleanups have been
done. trees that were blocking
the replacement of @ damaged
fence along one side were taken
down in preparation of for the
fence replacement. We were
not able to finance replacement
of the whole fence but the
worst section, a 136 feet of 7
foot high fencing along the left
side of the cemetery was
replaced. At one time, the
cemetery gate was kept locked
and somewhere in time, people
cut two 8 foot wide holes in the
fence to gain access. The gate
is no longer kept locked so
people have access to the
cemelery at all times.

There is an on going life to the
cemetery and it requires
periodic maintenance. We
have been fortunate in having
the Boy Scouts of Our Lady
Queen of Martyrs donating
their time with mowing but can
always use a hand during other
times.

When Spring amrives, we will
be putting out an “all call® for
assistance.  The plants will
require cleanup mulching and
other preparations that seem to
needed with planis so prepare
yourself for a morning of
gardening if you feel called to
do so. Remember, this is
early families

Woonsocket’s
resting place.



Days of Less

JIn today's world, we are used 10 buying what we want and in the
amount we want when we want it—that is. if we have the money for
it. Unlimited gas. even with the current price. we are not told that
there is a set limit. We use our cars for pleasure trips. 1o just go o a
market down the road instead of walking or an afternoon drive in
the country. We buy as much sugar — maybe complain about
prices. as much meat and other things that we want. However,
during the Second World War, this was not the case.

The US government introduced rationing because certain things
were in short supply during the war and rationing was the only way
to make sure everyone got their fair share. With the attack on Pearl
Harbor and our entry into the war, the economy shifted to war
production, consumer good took a back seal.

In May of 1942. the U.S. Office of Price Administration (OPA}
froze prices on practically all everyday goods, starting with sugar
and coffee. Ration books and tokens were issued to each family
which dictated how much of various resources they were allowed to
purchase. A total of 5 series of ration books were prepared over
time but series 5 was never used.
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It wasn’t only food that was rationed; tires were also as rubber
plantations in the Dutch East Indies that produced '90% of
America’s raw rubber were scized by the Japanese. Due to the
increased need for steel, old railroad lines and bridges were tom up
and scrap drives were held, even fats from cooking were collected.
In case you are wondering what fat from meat and fowl was used
for — it was used in the manufacture of explosives. One comment
made during that time was “even one old shovel will make 4 hand

grenades.

By 1944, whisky had disappeared from liquor store shelves as
distilleries converted to the production of industrial alcohol. New
car production was banned beginning January 1, 1942 as former
auto plants switched to the production of military vehicles. Thirty

Radoned ftems Rationing Duratien

Tires Jan 1942 to Dec 1945

Cars Feh 1942 to Oct 1945
Bicycles July 1942 to Sep 1945
Gasoline May 1942 to Aug 1945

Fuel Oil & Kerosene Oct 1942 to Augl945
Solid Fuels Sept 1943 10 Aug 1945
Stoves Dec 1942 1o Augl 945

Rubber Footwear Oct 1942 to Sep 1945

Shoes Feb 1943 to Oct 1945

Sugar May 1942 to 1947

Caffee Nov 1942 to Jul 1943
Processed Foods Mar 1943 to Augl1945

Mar 1943 te Nov 1945

Meats, canned fish
Mar 1943 1o Nov 1945

Cheese, canmed milk, fats

Typewriters Mar 1942 te Apr 1944

A green “b” sticker was issued when driving was deemed essential
to the war effort; industrial war workers, for example, could
purchase eight gallons a week. Red ‘C' stickers indicated physicians,
ministers, mail carriers and railroad workers. 'T' was for truckers,
and the rare X' sticker went to members of Congress and other
VIPs. Truckers supplying the population with supplics had a T
sticker for unlimited amounts of fuel. The reverse side of the sticker

had information viable through the windshield.

Even then car pooling was
- encouraged and done for the
- war cffort.

Victory  Gardens  were
L encouraged and people grew
| food to supplement their
needs. and no back yard was
- safe from being tumed into
- one. Even city parks were

percent of all cigarettes produced were allocated for service men,
making cigarettes a scarce commodity on the home front by 1944.
By the end of the war, rationing limited consumption of almost
every product with the exception of eggs and dairy foods.

Gas rationing - By the end of 1942, half of the cars in the US were :

issued an ‘A’ sticker which allowed them 4 gallons of fuel per
week. The sticker was issued to those who use of the car was non |
essential. :
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