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Official voice of the Woonsocket Historical Society

French Heritage Festival 2011

=

A few of our troopers - Shulla Sannella and Priscilla Marchand

The Woonsocket Historical Soci-
ety again joined the festivities
and had a booth at the 29th
annual French Heritage Festival
sponsored by  the Northern
Rhode Island Council on the Arts.
The market was held on Sep-
tember 10 at River Island Park

Words From the

Where did the
summer  go?
We did have
a nice summer
weatherwise
and it contin-
ves into Sep-
" tember. As |
look out the window | see the
leaves changing color which indi-
cates cooler weather is headed
our way. Time to take out the
winter clothes.

Starting in October, the Woon-
socket Historical Society will be
open on Saturdays from 9-1.
We welcome you to come and
visit, peruse our large collection
of old newspapers and books

at Market Square from @ a.m.
to 3 p.m..

Due to a production problem,
this years cup and tile featuring
the Woonsocket Call building

was not available. Previous
years cups and tiles where sold,
.
President

and take look at our antiquities.

We are already planning our
annual Christmas open house.
This year it will be held on Sun-
day, December 4 from 1-4 pm.
As usual our old toys and dolls
will be on display. Last year we
had Show and Tell and encour-
aged people to bring an old
toy. Howdy Doody came and
someone brought.... Recently |
acquired an old Barbie Doll and
you be sure she'll be there.

Enjoy the upcoming holiday

season and | hope to see you at
the open house on December 4.

.O rene

along with history books, maps,
magnets, postcards and other
items of historical interest. As our
table was not far from the band-
stand, we were able to enjoy the
sound of French Canadian music
all day and also get to sample
some of the ftraditional foods
available.

The society headquarters, located
at the garden level of the Museum
of Work & Culture building was
open and enjoyed many visitors
who came to view the displays.

It was a long and tiring day but
enjoyed by all that attended and
participated.

Arnold Vose Restoration

While there is still work to be done
and then there will always be the
maintenance (something about rain
and grass growing) but it's coming
along. In August we had a restora-
tion specialist in for 5 days and he
repaired many of the broken stones
and reset them. An interesting thing
to watch—one day it's laying half
covered by dirt, in pieces and the
next day it's complete and standing
up just as it should be. Hopefully he
will be able to return and work on
the remainder.

The Boy Scouts at Our Lady Queen
of Martyrs will be doing a thorough
cleanup of the place in a future
weekend. The trees that need to
come down are still there - removal
had been scheduled but it's amazing
how a little thing like hurricane Irene
can mess up the schedule. She
knocked trees down all over the city
that had to be removed first.

Recently 5 holly bushes were planted
along the back fence, small now but
will be nice in years to come. We
are also looking to plant a tree hy-
drangea once one is found, keeping

in theme of a historical cemetery.
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New Acquisitions
Victrola
Hand meat grinder
Band saw
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Cup & Tile
2011

Due to production problems,
the 2011 cup and ftile that
was supposed to be featured
at the French Heritage Festi-
val was not available.

If you are interested in pur-
chasing one when they be-
come available, please con-
tact Irene Blais at 401-769-
9343.
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~ Watermelon vs Walnut ~

Nasreddin Hoca continues to ride —

WOONSOCKET TURKISH BATHS

Men's hours, day and night except Thurs-

day. Ladies hours, Thursdays 9 a.m. to 8
p.m. Turkish Baths, Massage & Furnished
beds $1. Plain Baths 25 cents. Shower

Baths 25 cents. Alcohol Rub and Swimming
Plunge 25 cents. 6 tickets for $5. 14 tick-
ets for $10. Massage by Massagist. Cure
for Rheumatism

SAMUEL SCHLANSKY, MANAGER
49 To 51 Federal St.
Telephone 547 -R

Woonsocket Call
22 March, 1911

One day Nasreddin Hodja was working in his
little watermelon patch. When he stopped for
a break, he sat under a walnut tree and pon-
dered.

“You Sublime One,' he said, "it's your business,
but why would you grow huge watermelons on
weak branches of a vine, and house little wal-
nuts on a strong and mighty tree?' And as he
contemplated such, one walnut fell from the
tree right onto his head.

‘Great One,’ he said as he massaged his
bruised head, "now | understand why you did-
n't find the watermelons suitable for the tree. |
would have been killed if you had my mind.'

Giving

A little boy went to church with his fa-
ther, also with a quarter and a penny.

* Did you contribute to the collection
plate, Frederick?” the father asked after
the service.

“Yes, papa.”

“And put in the quarter, not the penny,
in the collection plate, of course?”

Frederick hesitated. “Daddy.” he said
at last, “the minister said the Lord loves a
cheerful giver.”

“That's right,” agreed the father en-
couragingly.

“Well, | wanted the Lord to love me,
and the penny was all | could give and be
cheerful about it.”

We Are
Open

Beginning Satur-
day 1 October,
the Society Headquarters will be
open every Saturday from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Stop by and see what the so-
ciety has to offer.

Woonsocket Call
July 15,1925

Did You Know?

Ever wonder why we have a Church Street
with no Church on it2 Well this wasn't al-
ways the case. The Universalist Church was
organized in 1843 and was located at the
corner of Church and Main Streets. In 1919,
members voted to sell their property and
build a church at the corner of Earle and

Snow Street.

From the Woonsocket Harris Public Library Collection

The Patriot—

VISIT US ON

Grandma'’s Recipes
OAK HILL POTATOES

Four cold boiled potatoes, six hard boiled
eggs, salt, pepper, two cups thin white sauce
made as follows: Two cups milk, four table-
spoons flour, on-half teaspoon salt and a
little pepper or paprika. Cut potatoes and
eggs into dice or slice, mix with white sauce,
pour into buttered baking dish, sprinkle with
crumbs and bake in oven for fifteen or twen-
ty minutes. A little grated cheese may be
added to the crumbs.

The Woonsocket Call
Thursday, July 16, 1925
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Times have changed

The causes of death in Woonsocket for the
months of July, August and September are
given as follows: Consumption 14, cholera
morbus &, cholera infantum 10, measles 2,
bronchitis 5, diarrhea 10, measles 2, apoplexy
3, debility 2, protracted labor 2, dysensentary
3, nervous prostration 2, chronic diarrheq,
intestinal catarrah 3, old age 2, gastric fever

' 3, typhoid fever 3, hemorrhage of the stomach

2, unknown 5, convulsions, disease of the lungs,
bilious colic, scrofula, spinal disease, hydropsi-
cal, rheumatism of heart, asthmas, accident,
dropsy, paralysis, and heart disease one each.

The Woongocket Patviot and New England News
Fridap Fovember 20, 1885

A Year Has Gone By

For those who are counting, this is the 5th
issue, we've survived our first year as a
Society newsletter. Remember, this is
yours and if there is anything you would
like to see in it, please email us and let us
know and if you have articles you'd like
to share, send them in.
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Six Combined Mill Villages

Woonsocket began as a community on Janu-
ary 31, 1867 when the Mill Villages of
Woonsocket Falls, Social and Jenckesville
separated themselves from the town of Cum-
berland and formed the town of Woonsocket,
Rhode Island.

Four years later in 1871, the Mill Villages of
Globe, Bernon and Hamlet broke away from
the town of Smithfield and annexed them-
selves to Woonsocket.

On May 20, 1874 the official seal for the
town of Woonsocket was approved and on
June 13, 1888 it became the official seal for
the City of Woonsocket.

Let us now take a short tour and visit each Mill
Village and find out where they were located,
what they were best remembered for and
what is their location now.

Globe Mill Village

The Globe Village was so named for the
Globe Mill which was located between Front
Street and the Blackstone River. The mill was
built around 1827 and actually closed in
1829. A new and much bigger mill was built
some 5 stories high and made completely of
stone. The new mill was powered by 3 water-
wheels. This structure was demolished in the
1940's but several of the mill houses for em-
ployees still exist on Front and Lincoln streets.

Woonsocket Falls Mill Village

In the 1820's the Woonsocket Falls Mill Vil-
lage at what is now Market Square was a
huge collaboration of textile mills extending
the length of Main Street. Below Main Street,
as far as City Hall, on what is now the Main
Street Bypass (Truman Drive) were more mills.
Today Main St. still thrives from the Museum
of Work and Culture all the way to the Stadi-
um Performing Arts Center with businesses and
shops.

Bernon Mill Village

Bernon was the most ambitious of the Mill
Villages, providing 4 handsome stone mills by
1837 and by the year 1889 employed more
than 300 people. Eventually the property
was owned by the Blackstone Valley Gas and
Electric Company. Today it is the site of the
Bernon Mill Estate, a condominium estate, in
completely restored handsome stone mill
buildings.

Social Mill Village

The first Social Manufacturing Company was
built in 1810 of wood and was destroyed in a
devastating fire in the mid 1870's. In 1874 a
new mill was built, 5 stories high and con-
structed of bricks. It was the largest mill in the
area and went from Social Corner to where
Rite-Aid Pharmacy is today. Social Street got
it's name from this huge mill.

The company built a complex of mill house on
the land between Clinton and Social Streets.
These were destroyed during the projected
Social flatlands redevelopment in the late

1960's

Hamlet Mill Village

The Hamlet Village area dates back to 1825
with it's 5 story building. Among these were
the Lafayette Worsted (where the Middle
Schools are located today) and the French
Worsted Company. The French and Belgian
industrialists who developed the area were
encouraged to come to Woonsocket by Aram
Pothier, a former Woonsocket Mayor and
Governor of Rhode Island.

Jenckesville Mill Village:
This village was established in 1822 and the

main mill was located at the intersection of
Mill and Social Streets and was the first
stone factory in the area. In the 1930's the
mill was home to Dunn Worsted Company
and was destroyed by fire in 2000. At that
location today is a Shaw’s Meat Market and
the River Haven Condominiums.

Julien A. Bessette
Vice-President
Woonsocket Historical Society
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Circa 1870

g: What is Home? '

& Home's not made of palace walls,
Though with pictures hung and gilded.

B9

ﬁé Home is where affection calls —-

Filled with shrines the heart hath builded:
£ Home! To which the faithful dove

Sails beneath the heaven above us.

" Home is where there's one to love us.

& Home's not merely roof and room;

6 Home needs something to endear it,
g Home is where the heart can bloom,
& Where there’s some kind of lip to cheer it!

& What is home with none to meet,

@  None to welcome, none to greet us?

2 Home is sweet—and only sweet -

P Where there's one we love to meet us.
0

s

£ The Patriot
& Woonsocket, RI
bl Afridap, Januarpy 23, 1863
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Woonsocket Historical Society

42 S. Main Street
Garden Level
Woonsocket, RI 02895

Phone: 401-356-0067

E-mail: info@woonsockethistoricalsociety.org
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Name:

Woonsocket, R.|
Email: ifo@woonsockethistoricalsociety.org

The Woonsocket Historical Society is dedicated to the preservation of the history of
the City of Woonsocket, it's people and it's rich industrial past.

It is our mission to identify, collect, document and exhibit historical treasures. We
also educate and engage a diverse cultural community through a variety of pro-
grams and exhibits that make history meaningful, accessible and enjoyable.

Board of Directors

President Emeritus: Phyllis Thomas
President: Irene Blais

Vice President: Julien Bessette
Treasurer: Priscille Marchand
Secretary: Shulla Sannella
Member: Mary Barnett

Member: Paul Papineau

Member: Rick Whitesell

S. Main Street

rden Level

02895 A Reminder

It's that time of the year again—
Membership Application

membership renewal.

Street:

$15.00 for an individual or

Cify:

Telephone: | )

Email;

$25.00 for a family.

State: ZIP:

Send in your check now to:

Type of Membership:

{ ) Family—$25.00

() Single—$15.00

Additional Donation

Total enclosed

Woonsocket Historical Society

42 S. Main Street

Woonsocket, RI 02895

Make checks payable to: Woonsocket Historical Society and mail to the above address.

The Woonsocket Historical Society is a 501¢3 nonprofit, all volunteer organization. All dues and donations are tax deductible.



