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Voice of the Woonsocket Historical Society

Words From fti

Welcome to the first issue of our newsletter.
After many years of being without one, the
Woonsocket Historical Society board has decid-
ed to resurrect it and it is our hope to publish it
quarterly. If's a great way to reach out fo the
members and let you know what is going on at
the Woonsocket Historical Society. The news-
letter will be sent out via email. For people who
do not have email, a hard copy will be mailed
to your home. At this time we are looking for a
nice catchy name for the newsletter (see contest
below). Also, please let me know how you like
the newsletter and any ideas or suggestions you
may have. Remember, this is the first issue so

more tweaking may be necessary.

As we have done for many years, the Woon-
socket Historical Society had a booth at the
annual French Farmers Market and Heritage
Day which is sponsored by the Northern Rhode
Island Council of the Arts. The market was held
on September 11at River Island Park in Market
Square from 9-3 p.m. and since we were not far
from the bandstand, were able to enjoy the
sound of French Canadian music all day.

The highlight at our booth was the 2010 mug
and tile which depicted the old Woonsocket
Hospital located on Cass Ave. Previous years
cups and tiles were sold, along with history
books, maps, magnets, postcards and other
The society head-

quarters, located at the garden level of the

items of historical interest.

Museum of Work & Culture building was open
and featured an exhibition of various white
nurse caps from different nursing schools, books

and photo’s that related to Woonsocket Hospi-

We're back but need a name. Submit your
suggestions and the person wheo's suggestion is
accepted will get an annual Woonsocket His-
torical Society coffee mug of their choice.
Contest closes 1 December, 2010.

If you enjoy writing, | invite you to submit an
historical article for one of our future newslet-

ters.

Over the summer board members have been
busy cleaning and organizing the society's
headquarters as well as documenting our collec-
tion. This is always a work in progress and if

you can help out, we would so appreciate it.

Lastly, we are working on developing a web
site. It is still in the developmental stages. We
will keep you posted on our progress.

tal over the years.

As a special treat, several members macde
“Marguerites” for the public to enjoy. If you
don't know what they are, you probably didn’t
grow up in the Woonsocket area — hint, they
taste like maple. It was a long and tiring day

but enjoyed by all that attended.
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Help Needed

There are no paid positions, the Historical
Society depends on volunteers. At the mo-
ment, a small group is working on the cata-
loging and entering into a data base of the
Society’s holdings but there are other ways

that you can help.

With the coming of the New Year, we would
like to begin opening the headquarters to the
public for at least a few hours, one or 2 days
a week. A few hours commitment from you

would make this possible.

someone who under-
stands websites and would be willing to set
one up or know how to go about getting one

We are in need of

set up for the Society. While our main func-
tion is dealing with history, it's time that we

become part of the 21st century.

Ideas about how our group can grow and
become a active functional entity within

Woonsocket are needed.

Right now, we are gathering a data base of
who is willing to help, in what capacity and
the time that you would be willing to give.

Articles for the quarterly newsletters
(between 100 and 150 - 250 words) would
also be appreciated — this is your Society.

Did You Know.....

The City of Woonsocket, Rl had a ship named
after it in 1943,

Woonsocketers beamed with pride when they
learned that the U.S. Navy planned to name a
new ship in honor of their city. The new frigate,
the “U.S.S. Woonsocket,” (PF-32), a Tacoma-
class was constructed at the Butler Ship yard in
Superior, Wisconsin.

On September 27, 1943, National Victory
Fleet Day, Mayor Ernest E. Dupre and 21 other

Woonsocketers participated in the launching
ceremonies. The singular honor was per-
formed by Woonsocket's First Lady, Mrs. Rose
Dupre.

In fact, the 300 foot, 120 man crew of the
“U.5.5. Woonsocket” was never fully tested.
During the remainder of the war the frigate
performed convoy duty in the Atlantic.

Taken from A Cenfennial History 1888—2000

The Mill Has Moved

Long time members will remember the scale
model reproduction of the Old Sturbridge
Village, MA., grist mill that was donated to
the Society by the students of the Woonsock-
et Vocational School . Students and instruc-
tors visited the Village several times, took
to scale
Unfortu-

measurements and created the
1840's saw mill as a class project.
nately, the Society no longer had space to

display or store it and a new home had to be

found for it. Wanting to keep it in the local
ared, as it is in a sense a part of Woonsock-
et’'s history being built by a Woonsocket
school, the American French Genealogical
Society graciously accepted it for display in
their new exhibition hall.

Qédunteer - a /}(ﬁc-j(w who
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herself for a service or

am/ﬁx{a/{'{}z;-. “

If you can lend any support or have
ideas how we can improve things,
please call Irene Blais at 401-356-
0067.

New Acquisitions

Barstow stove circa 1920 - Mrs. Betty Bibeault

Complete set of Laurier movie theatre dishes -
Mrs. Betty Bibeault

Complete set of movie theatre dishes - Mrs.
Phyllis Thomas

HP desktop computer with moniter — anonymous
Shelving - Lowe's, Woonsocket, Rl

English translation of “Journal of Jeanne Le-
maire - “Memoirs of an Au Pair in Woonsocket”

19210—1913. Donated by M. Elaine Bessette

info@woonsockethistoricalsociety.org William Beaudoin (AFGS), Roger Beausoleil (WHS),

Paul Papineau (WHS)



Members Corner

Journey to the Woonsocket Historical Society
By Mary J Barnett

Many years ago a friend asked me, if you
could go back to any period in time which
would you choose? Immediately, without res-
ervation, | said the Victorian Era. Upon re-
flecting on that question, | realized that ques-
tion is probably what started me doing gene-
alogical research on my extended family
tree over 15yrs ago.

During my research, | have become acquaint-
ed with many people in various countries all

over the world, improved my research skills
and yes, even my computer skills. The use of

# 1855—the first coal burning

locomotive appeared in Woonsocke!.

4 1860—Abraham Lincoln visited Woon-
socket.

¢ 1915—the Woonsocket Historicol Society

was incorporoted.

# 1955—Horseshoe dom broke during o

storm and the Social district was flooded.

Upcoming Events

October 30: Cemetery Walk 8:30—Elder
Ballou Meeting House Cemetery by the
NPS, clean up after lecture and tour if you
wish to help clean. For further information:
Valerie Paul at 401-762-0250 ext 18

December 5: Annual WHS Christmas Open
house, 14 at the Headquarters

April 17—June 30: WHS will be given
gallery space at the Museum of Work and
Culture, 42 South Main St., Woonsocket, RI
to exhibit items from their large collection.

the internet has given me @ new found re-
spect for all who were able to accomplish
their goal of searching for their ancestors
through Libraries, Records and Archives using
only a pen or typewriter and the mail ser-
vice.

The journey has taken me down various unex-
pected paths. A new found interest in histori-
cal cemeteries, photography and local history
were what eventually led me to the garden
door of the Woonsocket Historical Society in
search of more information. The books and

photos available in the Society further
fueled my interest.

That interest combined with a chance meet-
ing of a member of the Society encour-
aged me to become a volunteer. | can
only explain my pleasure at having been
accepted as a new member and volunteer
in this way. Where else can you see, feel
and touch the past at no charge, have the
opportunity to give of yourself and be
given so much in return.

To the monthly members meeting held on the last Monday of every

month at the Society headquarters at 6 P.M.  See what your Society

is doing, give your thoughts on programs that need to be undertaken

or just come and enjoy the companionship of fellow Society members.

Ever Write a Grant Request??

If you can answer yes to this or would like to try your hand at it, we can use your services.

As with any organization, funds are important in acquiring needed materials, renovating,

funding out reach programs - the things that help an organization survive and provide
services. |f interested, please contact Irene Blais at 401-356-0067

Taking suggestions now for the theme of
the 2011 cup and tile. Email your sug-
gestions to:

info@woonsockethistoricalsociety.org

The 2010 mug



The Woonsockei Historical Society is dedicated to the preservation of the history of the City of

Woonsocket Historical Society Woonsocket, it's people and it's rich industrial past.
42 S. Main Street Garden Level It is our mission to identify, collect, document and exhibit historical treasures. We also educate
Woonsocket, RI 02895 and engage a diverse cultural community through a variety of programs and exhibits that make

history meaningful, accessible and enjoyable.

Phone: 401-356-0067
E-mail:
info@woonsockethistoricalsociety.org

Board of Directors

President Emeritus: Phyllis Thomas
President: Irene Blais

Vice President: Julien Bessette
Treasurer: Priscilla Marchand
Secretary: Schulla Sannella

TR

Member: Mary Barnett
Member: Paul Papineau
Member: Rick Whitesell

Do you know where this once
popular movie house was located?

A Reminder
& A Loetcome It's that time of the year again—
membership renewal.

A Hearty Welcome To Our New Members $15.00 for an individual or
$25.00 for a family.
Mary J Barnett Send in your check now to:
Woonsocket Historical Society
42 S. Main Street
Cornelia M Hurd Woonsocket, RI 02895

Alan L Hurd

Jeanne A Jeffries
Michelle A Mariani
Carolyn A Sloat

Marshall W Sloat



