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Official voice of the Woonsocket Historical Society

Daniel Webster Wore Suit Made of
Woonsocket Worsted

When anyone refers to the
beginning of the woolen and
worsted textile trade in
Woonsocket during the 19th
Century, the name of Ed-
ward Harris almost immedi-
ately comes to mind, but this
gentleman was not the local
pioneer in that branch of the
industry.

In the spring of 1818, Wel-
come Farnum came to
Woonsocket from Uxbridge,
MA and turned his attention
to the weaving of woolen
fabrics. In 1821, he estab-

lished himself with his broth-
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experiencing nice spring
like weather and with that
comes the emergence of
buds and blooms.
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At the Woonsocket Histori-
cal Society we are also
experience a rebirth of our
The Patriot,
which had been hibernating
for quite some time and will
now emerge as a quarterly
newsletter.

newsletter,

er, Darius D., in a building
at the corner of South Main
and Bernon streets that had
been erected by James
Arnold, and manufactured
broadcloth.

The cloth made by Mr. Far-
num was regarded as of a
superior quality and com-
pared favorably with im-
ported goods, so much so
that it took prizes wherever
it was exhibited in the
country. Woven on hand
looms, it sold for $10 a
yard.

From the President

Over the holidays two
spectacular  dollhouses
were donated to the socie-
ty. They were created
over a 30 year period by
a woman in Manville. They
are on permanent exhibit
at the historical society.

2014 saw the introduction
of a new mug featuring
Chan’s Fine Oriental Din-
ing. Just about every year
since 1979 the historical
society has introduced a
new mug highlighting a
Woonsocket landmark or
person.

Last October we opened
an exhibit on the Woon-

socket Police Department.

The Farnum brothers present-
ed to Daniel Webster a suit
made of their broadcloth,
which he wore in the United
States Senate and pointed to
with pride in a speech during
protection for home industry.

After the death of his broth-
er, Welcome Farnum carried
on alone for many years until
he had amassed a considera-
ble fortune. Then he retired
from the textile business to
participate actively in the
projecting and financing of
the railroads built in this sec-
tion. He died May 13, 1874.

Taken from the Woonsocket Call,
June 1, 1942

It was well received by the
community. It has now been
taken down and we are cur-
rently working on our next
exhibit featuring the Woon-
socket Fire Department.
There will be media notifica-
tions when this exhibit opens.

2015 marks the 100" anni-
versary of the Woonsocket
Historical Society. A com-
memorative mug is in produc-
tion and there will be other
events planned to celebrate
this milestone.

The Woonsocket Historical
Society is open on Saturdays
from 11-2. Come by and see
us!
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New Acquisitions

Display case

Marble mill sign with lamb
2 Doll houses

Old Sled

Old police lantern

Chans Cup

Unlike years past, our new mug
featuring Chan’s is not dated and
is currently available at  the
Woonsocket Historical Society.

They sell for $8.

Coming Scon

The Woonsocket Historical Socie-
ty's 100 Anniversary Commemora-
tive Mug should be available at
the end of June.

With the re-opening of Champ’s
diner, the WHS wants to let the
public know that the Champs Diner
Mug that was issued in 2007 is still
available for $8.
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As many know, in 2011 the Woon-
socket Historical Society adopted an
overgrown abandoned cemetery on
East Orchard St. in the city. The sec-
ond oldest in the city dating back to
the 1740, it is what was once the
John Arnold Farm. It's an important
cemetery as John Arnold, considered
the first white settler in Woonsocket is
buried there along with his wife, chil-
dren and some decendants. A com-
plete deanup was done and in 2012

An old woman who traded in
Wb groceries got involved in a complicat-
ed business transaction.

and 2013 a conservator from Con-
necticut was brought in and restored
14 markers that where down, broken
and needed restoration. In the fall of
2012 dead trees along the fence line
were taken down but the stumps re-
mained. A new fence was put info
place replacing the old damaged
one.

As his project, Eagle candidate Justin
Michon chose to remove all the old
stumps in the cemetery. He co-
ordinated work teams, arranged for
tools and followed through with their
removal. While to some, this may not
sound like much of a project, but much
work was involved. Between digging
and exposing roots, sawing and even
bringing in a stump grinder than fill-
ing in the area.

The cemetery is now maintained by
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 2, of
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs with
mowings throughout the summer.

The Woonsocket Historical Society is
grateful to Justin for his chosing the

A customer came in one day and said: “old | cemetfery for his project and making it
woman, what do you ask for herrings?” a better place, and to all of Troop 2.
“Three cents apiece,” said the old lady.
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“I'll take one,” said the customer; and the 7

aged vender proceeded to do it up.

“What do you charge for a beer?” said the
customer as the parcel was handed to him.
“Three cents a glass,” she said.

“On the whole,” said he,” I'll take a glass of *

beer instead of the herring.” So he took the |

beer and started to go.
“Beg your pardon.” said the old lady, hut |
you didn't pay for the beer.”

“Paid for it! Of course not. Didn't | give you
back the herring for it2”

“Well, but,” persisted the old lady, “you
didn't pay for the herring.”

“Pay for the herring! Of course | didn’t. |
didn't take it, did 12"

“Well”, said the old lady, after a pause in
which she strove in vain to master the mathe-
matics of it, | presume you're correct, but |
wish you wouldn't tfrade here anymore.”

Woonsacket Patriot & Nhove Island State Register-
Woonsocket, R

Feb 14, 1873

WANTED—WOME

Experienced Gum Shoe and Gaiter Makers. Women. to

learn Gum Shoe Making. New and Easy Method. Pay
. while learning.
Apply Employment Office.

Men—Experienced Gaiter: Makers.

ALIGE MILL---WOONSOCKET RUBBER CO.

85 FAIRMOUNT ST.

Woonsocket (_-'ah'
Woonsocket, RI.
June 11, 1923

OPEN AIR DANCE
“EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

SZPILA'S GROVE
D amond M. Abad, Cumbarisnd, R 1
FEATURING: QUADRILLES, SQUARE DANCES,
POLKAS AND MODERN DANCING :

RCFRESHMENTS OF ALL KINDS AND FOOD
Admission To Grounds, 25¢— Free Dancing!
Fres Bus Service from Brosd Street Line in Valley Falls

Woonsocket Call
August 4, 1951

The Patriot—

Grandma'’s Recipes
Woongocket Patriot 1899

Tripe A’ La Lyonnaise.

Take two pounds of tripe, cut it in
small, long strips and put in a small
sauce pan in a hot oven to take the
water out of the tripe. After ten
minutes take the tripe out of the oven
and drain off water. Take one large
onion and chop into small pieces, put
a piece of butter in a sauce pan, let
melt and add onion, let them cook
until @ nice yellow color, add the
tripe, one and one half pint of toma-
toes chopped very fine, one pint of
brown sauce, salt and pepper to
taste; cover the sauce pan well, put in
oven, let cook for three hours, stir
every once in awhile, add a pinch of
cayenne pepper. Serves four.

l TURN A DEAF EAR TO TOJO

:DB WasTE FAT NO GOOD.
i GO AHEAD — POUR
DowN DRAIN . WHY WAIT!

JUsT A MINUTE! THAT WASTE FaT
COMTAING GLYCERINE AND
\WE NEED GLYCERINE TO
maxe GuNPOWDER TO
BLow You BACK
10 TOKYO!

DoNT WASTE USED COOKING
FATS! SAVE THEM. WHEN

ey

YOU'VE FILLED A CAN WITH
“THEM, TAKE IT TO YOUR
MEAT DEALER AT ONCE.
THEY ARE NEEDED
FOR GUNPOWDER !

WASTE FATS URGENTLY NEEDED — TURN YOURS IN_ NOW!
| diprwred b ibe in i Daard. Pard 37 by lndmsiey, ¥

The war years

Woonsocket Call
Woonsocket, Rl
October 13, 1943
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An open cockpit biplane, piloted by
Waldemar M. E. Hagberg, 26, of
Springfield, Mass. crashed through
trees and landed squarely upon its
nose in a vacant plot in Oak Hill cem-
etery late Tuesday night, while the
pilot was trying to make an emergen-
¢y landing. Hagberg was taken to
the Woonsocket Hospital because it
was feared that he suffered serious
injuries.

Hopelessly lost in the suppy weather
last night, the pilot chose the Oak Hill
cemetery in Woonsocket to make a
forced landing about 11:30, some 30
minutes after he took off from the ice
on Indian Lake, near Worcester.

and

By shutting off all switches

“squashing” down through the trees
which cushioned his fall, the pilot es-
caped without a scratch, and his
plane was damaged only to the ex-
tent of a few hundred dollars.
Hageberg left the Woonsocket Hos-
pital for home today after making
arrangements with friends to disman-
tal his plane and take it back to the
Springfield Airport over the road.

Earlier in the day he had flown two
passengers from Springfield to the
Boston Airport. Weather “closed in”
as he approached Worcester and
sought the Grafton Airport which
was not lit. He finally set down on
the ice of Indian Lake. Realizing that
the ice was “soft” and that it was
impossible to reach shore because of

surrounding water, he decided to take
off and fly to nearby Grafton Airport
but due to the airport not being it and
worsening weather he decided to head
toward Providence. Spotting the
lights of Woonsocket, he circled over
the city and spotted what appeared to
be a clear area with no lights. He de-
cided that he should chance a forced
landing.

Hagberg who is a transport pilot with
about 600 hours has been flying for
about 7 years.

The Woonsocker Call
Woonsocker, R.1I.
Wednesday, March 18, 1936



Woonsocket Historical Society

4D 5 Mhistr Stret The Woonsocket Historical Society is dedicated to the preservation of the history of
Garden Lavel the City of Woonsocket, it's people and it's rich industrial past.

Woonsocket, RI 02895 :
. It is our mission to identify, collect, document and exhibit historical treasures. We

also educate and engage a diverse cultural community through a variety of pro-
grams and exhibits that make history meaningful, accessible and enjoyable.

Phone: 401-356-0067

E-mail:

Board of Directors
President: Irene Blais
Yive President-Emeritus—dotterBesserre—

Vice President: Richard Whitesell

Treasurer: Priscille Marchand

Secretary: Povt-Pupimeny
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42 S. Main Street
Garden Level

Woonsocket, RI 02895
00;130(?/\‘(’1‘
Historical Society

Email;

Membership Application

Name:

Street:

City: . State: ZIP:

Telephone: | ) -

Email;

Type of Membership: () Family—$25.00
( ) Single—$15.00
Additional Donation
Total enclosed
Make checks payable to: Woonsocket Historical Society and mail to the above address.

The Woeonsocket Historical Society is a 501¢3 nonprofit, all volunteer organization. All dues and donations are tax deductible.



