In December of 1823, Nathaniel
Jillson died and his remains were
laid to rest at the Elder Ballou
Meeting House cemetery in Cum-
berland. In time, a slate monu-
ment was erected to indicate his

Hi every-
body,

Well the
Dog Days
of summer
have finally
arrived,

even though
it doesn't feel like it at times
with all the rain we've been
having. In researching the term
"Dog Days" | find that it goes
back quite a few years and
relates to when Sirius, the Dog
star, rises with the sun during the
hottest time of the year.

Springtime was a busy time for
the Historical Society. Starting in
mid April, we had an exhibit at
the Museum of Work & Culture
featuring photographs of many
Woonsocket mills and the peo-
ple working in them. Russell
Archambault, a Woonsocket

final resting place.

How it came about remains a
bit of a mystery but some 10+
years ago his monument made
it to city hall and eventually to
the Woonsocket Historical Soci-
ety to sit in a corner of the
exhibition area. On June 1,
2011 it was transferred to
Mike Scalzi, a representative
of the cemetery and on June 4,
during a workshop being held
there on memorial/stone resto-
ration, it was restored to it's
place in line with other mem-
bers of his family.

This was the second one to be
recovered in the past few
years and hopefully others that

are missing will find their way
home.

Hopefully the removal of old
monuments from cemeteries to
have as display pieces in a
home or their destruction for
just malice is o phase that is
past.

native who has o huge collec-
tion of Woonsocket memorabil-
ia, loaned us many wringers
made at the American Wringer
Company in Woonsocket along
with many other items and pho-
tos associated with the mills.
On Saturday of Memorial Day
weekend, we held a yard sale
that raised funds for our or-
ganization. We really lucked
out weather wise because it
was a beautiful day.

Summer will be a time of catch
up to get the headquarters
back in shape and organized.
Planning an exhibit and yard
sale back to back really does
a number on an organization.
Come September look for the
Woonsocket Historical Society
to have a significant presence
in the community, starting with
French Heritage Festival ( for-

In the wake of the tragic fire
that destroyed the former
Alice Mill, the Woonsocket
Historical Society is selling
the mug and file that came
out in 2002 depicting the
Alice Mill. Every year since
1979, the historical society
features a prominent land-
mark or person on a mug
and tile. We have very lim-
ited quantities and sales will
be on a first come first serve
basis. These commemorative
mugs and tiles sell for $10
each. If you are interested
in purchasing one, please
contact Irene Blais at 401-
769-9343.

merly known as the French Farmers
Market) on September 10 in River
Island Park. The Historical Society
will have a booth in the park and
will be conducting three city sight-
seeing tours during the course of
the ofternoon. Also, starting in
September, the Historical Society
will have specific hours of opera-
tion, not just by appointment only.
At this time we are looking to be
open on Sundays from 12-3.

Whether you are planning on

taking a vacation or a staycation,
enjoy your summer!

cqrene

fred Reinhardt
Alice Reinhardt
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Corn stalk cutter -

Child's roll top desk and chair -
Tin milk can -

Two wood ironing boards -
QOld fashioned drying rack -

Coming ware mixing bowls -
Wooden felt hat molds/stands -
id Out There
& Out there everything
@ has gone deliciously wild

as summer thickens

in bunches
& filling in the tiniest crack.

# Five young raccoons
i make their way

8 across the dusky street
like stealthy henchmen
il tiptoeing single file
{ until hedges breaking for it
& in every direction
& swallow them up

in the renegade greening
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In the last newsletter | introduced Nasreddin
Hoca, a 13th century religious leader in Tur-
key who was well respected and have includ-
ed another of his tales
One day Timur (an oppressive leader) was
in the mood for teasing ll::lcxsrec!t:iin Hodja.
Hodja,’ he asked, “can you teach your don-
key how to read?

Yes | can Great Timur.

=¥ On a side note, a deanup of the

Amold Vose cemetery on E. Orchard

St., which was adopted by the Society, was

held on May 21. The tall grass was cut, poisin

ivy sprayed and several tombstones that were

lying under old grass clipping were discov-
ered.

Much work is still to be done. Removal of
several frees, replacement of some of the
fence and restoration of the memorials that
are laying down and damaged.

irr-_g* A little girl who has a brother in

one of the volunteer regiments now in
the federal service, had been told by her
mother to pray for him. Upon retiring to bed
one night, she frequently lisped, “O Lord, let
brother Joe shoot the others, but don't let the
others shoot Joe.”

Woonsorket Patrior & [hode Fsland Siate Begister
Woonsochet, BF
Hfridap, Aug 30, 1861

N\ E
nowe

Did You K
Did you know....During WWII the Army
Corps  bestowed an  honor upon the
city. In November 1943, it was announced
that a B17 "Flying Fortress"
was to be named the "Spirit of Woonsock-
et." This honor was in gratitude for the suc-
cessful war bond sales headed by the Woon-
socket Retail Trade Board. When former

Come now Hodja! How can you teach a don-
key to read?'

If Tuu give me three years time and 3000
gold coins, then | can teach my donkey how
to read.' the Hodjo was adamant,

But if in three years time, your donkey cannot
read, then | will punish you most severely for
trying to mock the Great Timur.

Nasreddin Hodja and Timur agreed on the
terms, the Hodja took the 3000 gold coins
and left Timur's luxurious tent. Hodja's friends
who witnessed the deal were incredulous.

Hodja Effendi, what did you do? You know
i a donkey anything other than

ou cant tea
raying. Three years later Timur will have

llour head chopped off!' However, Nasreddin
odja was not worried.

"My dear fellows,' he said calmly, “before
ree years are up, either | will die or Timur
will die. Or, the donkey will die!

Seems things run in cycles

SCHOOL BOARD ASKS FOR
$6500

Money Now on Hand in De-
partment Not Sufficient to Pay Day
Teachers for the Remainder of the

Year—Other Bills Being Held Up.

There is a scarcity of money in the school
department fund, which, unless a substantial
sum is added, will be completely depleted
before the year is ended and day teachers
will be unable to get their pay for some
time. A special meeting of the board was
called for last evening.

The matter of asking the city council for an
extra appropriation was taken up and dis-
cussed.

The Woonsocket Call
Thursday, November 10, 1910

Mayor J. Hector Pacquin announced the
honor. he was notified by the Air Corps that
the "Spirit of Woonsocket" was already in
action at an undisclosed front.

From Woonsocket: A Centennial History 1888-2000

BHEH

The Patriot—

Grandma’s Recipes
Woonsocket Patriot 1883
Fried Celery

Cut the celery into pieces three or four inch-
es long; boil them tender in salted water;
drain them; make a batter in the proportion
of two eggs to a cup of rich milk; mix flour
or fine bread crumbs or cracker crumbs,
enough to give it consistency; roll the pieces
of celery in it and fry them to a light brown
in hot lard. Serve very hot. Celery can also
be cooked as asparagus, boiled tender and
served with a white sauce.

THIS NORTH WIND PUZZLES ME
When the wind is east, they say,
We may have a rainy day;
When it travels from the west
Waving fields have little rest.

Warm and soft it is, we know,
When the southern breezes blow;
But this north wind puzzles me.
Who knows what the weather'll be?

The Patriot, Woonsocket, BY, Oct 21, 1887

First o husband; second, a fortune; third , o
baby; forth, a trip to Europe; fifth, a better
looking dress than her neighbors; sixth, to
be well buttered with flattery; seventh, to
have nothing to do in particular; eights, to
be handsome; ninth, to be well thought of;
tenth, to make a sensation; eleventh, to
attend weddings; twelfth, to be always
considered under thirty.

The Patriot, Woonsocket, RI, Ou 23, 1868

The Society exhibition area will be open
every Sunday from 12 - 3 beginning in
September.

Open on Sept 10 to French Heritage Festi-
val at River Island Park.

Release of the annual coffee cup and tile—
TBA.
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This year marks the 150t anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War. It was o war fought on U.S. soil and one of neighbor against neighbor
and in some cases, brother against brother. The causes of the war, the reasons for the outcome, and even the name of the war itself, are subjects
of much controversy, even today.

At least 618,000 Americans died in the conflict, and some experts say the toll reached 700,000. The number that is most often quoted is 620,000.
At any rate, these casualties exceed the nation's loss in all its other wars, from the Revolution through Vietnam. The Union armies had from
2,500,000 to 2,750,000 men. Their losses, by the best estimates:

Battle deaths: 110,070. Disease, etc.: 250,152, Total 360,222.

The Confederate strength, known less accurately because of missing records, was from 750,000 to 1,250,000. Its estimated losses:

Battle deaths: 94,000. Disease, etc.: 164,000. Total 258,000.

Included in the total are the soldiers who died in captivity. More than 25,000 Confederate soldiers died in prison during the Civil War as did

more than 30,000 Federal prisoners of war.

There were many things that led up to the conflict but the incident that be
in Charleston, South Carolina harbor. On April 11, 1861, Bri
dered. The Federal commander, Major Robert Anderson,
the war from a Confederate artillery battery. Artillery e

gan the Civil War involved the demand for the surrender of Fort Sumter,
gadier General Pierre G. T. Beauregard formally requested that the fort be surren-
refused. At 4:30 a.m. on April 12, 1861, Captain George S. James fired the first shot of
xchanges continued through April 13, when terms of capitulation were finally agreed to.

The fort was evacuated by steamer at noon on April 14. The following day Lincoln issued a proclamation calling for 75,000 militia to serve for
ninety days to put down “"combinations too powerful to be suppressed” by the ordinary mechanism of government. The Civil War had begun.

The prodamation by Lincoln served to pelarize the yet uncommitted states into action. Virginia, North Carolina, Arkansas, and Tennessee sev-
ered their ties with the Union, unwilling to supply troops to fight against their sister Southem states. The border states of Maryland, Missouri, and
Kentucky, while providing soldiers to both armies, were kept under Federal control.

The “numbers” did not leok good for the newly created Confederacy. Eleven states had left 1
almost one-third of who were slaves. The Union
uth had only two main east-

of the Confederate states was about nine million,
and had a steady stream of immigrants. The Sof

DEATH OF A WOONSOCKET VOLUNTEER

--Henry C. Davis, Son of Nathan Davis of this
village, a private in Company K, First Regi-
ment of Rhode Island volunteers died in the
camp hospital at Washingten on Sunday
last. He was taken sick on the 29th of May.
His disease was endocarditis, or disease of
the heart. His age was but 17 years and 6
months. Funeral services were performed in
the camp by Rev. Thomas Quinn, the Catholic
Chaplin of the regiment. After reading of a
Psalm, Father Quinn made the following
remarks:

"Fellow Soldiers, We have lost one of our
comrades. He has the high honor of being
the first martyr that Rhode Island has given
to a cause of truth and glory. | will detain
you only a few moments; | do not intend to
make a speech or to preach a sermon. This
is an hour for stirring and determined action.
He has performed his duty faithfully and
well.

Comrades, take his body home and inter
it in the soil upon which he was born. Tell his
friends he died nobly and generously at the
post of honor. Let his memory be sacred to
the hearts of his fellow-citizens. Wrap his

body in that starry banner there, in defence
(sp) of which he died, and take it home in
triumph to his mother.”

The body of Mr. Davis reached this
village on Monday evening, in charge of
Corporal E. S. Bartholomew, who was de-
tailed for this purpose. An escort of citizens
received his remains at the Railroad Depot,
and took them to the house of Mr. Seth H.
Vose, an uncle of the deceased. On Tues-
day morning the funeral was solemnized in
the Baptist Church, the pastor, Rev. John
Jennings, officiating. There was o large
attendance of sympathizing citizens; and as
a further mark of respect, the flags of the
village were placed at half mast. Mr. Da-
vis is the first soldier who has died in the
Rhode Island regiment. Though he did not
meet death on the battle-field, yet was it
no less honorable; and he is regarded as
the first Rhode Islander who has laid down
his life during the present war in the cause
of this country.

Woonsackel atriot & Hhobde Hsland Siate B egister
Woonsockel, BH
Fridap, June 21, 1861

he Union; twenty-two remained. The population
states could count twenty-two million individuals
west railroad lines and limited ability to manufacture locomotives or

rolling stock. Most of the known deposits of
coal, iron ore and copper were in the North,
tegether with about 92% of the country's
industrial capacity. The Navy remained loyal
to the Union and most of the merchant ship-
ping was Northem-owned. If the South was to
achieve victory, it would be against long
odds.

Woonsocket did its part as any another town
in Rhode Island and provided military mem-
bers. It also has the distinction of being the
city where Henry C. Davis, the first Civil War
casualty from Rhode Island is buried.

Increased Pay To The Soldiers - A bill
has passed both Houses of Congress to give
all volunteers for the war two additional
dollars per month, thus making the regular
pay of privates thirteen dollars per month.
This is right. Men who hazard their lives for
the country should be well paid. This in-
crease involves an additional expense to the
government of about 10 million dollars per
annum; in other words, half as much as will
be raised from the direct war tax.

Woonsocket Patriot & Bhode Fsland Siate Register
Woonsorket, B
HFridap, June 21, 1861



42 S. Main Street
Garden Level
Woonsocket, RI 02895

Phone: 401-356-0067
E-mail: info@woonsockethisforicolsociery.org
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Name:

The Woonsocket Historical Society is dedicated to the preservation of the history of
the City of Woonsocket, it's people and it's rich industrial past.

It is our mission to identify, collect, document and exhibit historical treasures. We
also educate and engage o diverse cultural community through o variety of pro-
grams and exhibits that make history meaningful, accessible and enjoyable.

Board of Directors

President Emeritus: Phyllis Thomas
President: Irene Blais

Vice President: Julien Bossette
Treasurer: Priscilla Marchand
Secretary: Shulla Sannella
Member: Mary Barnett

Member: Paul Papineau

Member: Rick Whitesell
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42 S. Mol Street
Garden Level
Woonsocket, R1 02895

Email: info@woonsod(elhistoriculsociety.org

Street:

City:

State: ZIP:

Telephone: () -

Email:

Type of Membership: [ ) Family—$25.00

( ) Single—$15.00

Additional Donation

Total enclosed

Meake checks payable to: Woonsocket Historical Seciety and mail to the obove address.

The Woonsacket Historical Society is a 5013 nenprofit, all volunteer organization. All dues and donations are tax deductible.



