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Wool Processing in the City

Wool Processing - English
System vs. French System
Before the turn of the century,
Woonsocket had been the home
of many mills, both cotton and
woolen. The woolen mills were
owned and operated by English
and English speaking interests.
and processed their wool by the
English or “Bradford™ systems.
The English system, involved
sorting its wools by the length
of the fiber — the longer the
fiber, the higher the grade. Oil
was added during processing,
and fabrics made of this yarn
were durable and long wearing.
In the French process, the
length of the fiber was ignored
the yarn was graded by the
fineness or quality of the fiber.
Oil was not added during
processing and unheated pins
were utilized in combing; no
twist was used. The yarn was

spun on mule spinners instead

of the frame spinners used by
the English system. The goods
processed by the French process
had a softness and smoothness
lacking in that produced by the
English method. The French
mills, generally well managed,
were geared to national, not
local or regional production,
and the French spun yarns
gradually dominated the woolen
and worsted industry in the US.
Most of the French mills
operated all phases of spinning
but did little weaving. They
produced yarns. and many also
operated dye houses.
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New Acquisitions
Washboard donated by Romeo and
Diane Berthiaume.

Woonsocket Call carrier bag donat-
ed by Nancy & Bob Phillips.

o
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Early Roads and Crossings

In the 1600°s there weren’t any
_{ bridges across the Blackstone River.
o sl Once a traveler left an area of heavy
settlement, there developed two par-
allel highways along the Blackstone.
! Along the cast bank was the old Re-
hoboth Road, running from Reho-
both (near Providence) out through
Cumberland to the highway junction at Mendon, MA.  Also called
Mendon Road in Cumberland, this road was so well planned that
much of it is still in use today. It enters Woonsocket as Cumberland
Hill Road and then separates from Route 122 by the Woonsocket
Industrial Park and is called by its old name of Mendon Road. It
continues on and goes by St. Joseph’s Church, crossing Diamond
Hill Road and continuing on by the Ballou Home, the road joins
Scott Hill road briefly in So. Bellingham and then cuts away though
East Blackstone as Elm Street on its way to Mendon.
Along the west bank of the Blackstone ran a parallel highway called
Mendon Road, Smithfield. Not well laid out, it has been constantly
changing from the 1600°s up to now. One of the last revisions made
in Woonsocket is the Eddie Dowling Highway, or route 146. A
portion of the old road (from the 1700°s) is still called Mendon
Road and runs over the hill by St. Antoine Residence and The Villa
in No. Smithfield.
Old Woonsocket- erastus & doc

Words From the President
Happy New Year! The holiday season certainly went by
quickly.

Our holiday open house was held on December 8. Many
thanks to our volunteers who came in to decorate the
headquarters. Julian Bessette, board member, brought in his
beautiful handmade candy house and 1 brought in my
collection of 1950°s and 1960°s head vases. Old toys were
taken out of storage and exhibited. Many old friends stopped
by and new acquaintances were made.

In 2012 the Historical Society introduced the Then & Now
photographs in the Sunday edition of The Call. We will
continue that in 2013 Also, the Footsteps in Woonsocket
segments that aired in 2012 on WNRI will continue in 2013
with new segments. And stay tuned for the announcement of
this vear’s mug and tile.

In 2013 the Woonsocket Historical Society is planning on
having speakers come in occasionally. We are currently
working on getting a speaker from the RI Preservation and
Heritage Society to come and give guidelines on how to restore
historical homes. Also planned is having a historical city sight-
seeing tour, slide shows and historical house tours.

Wishing vou all a happy and healthy New Year.

Jrene



YM.CA. Lodging

Servicemen’s Boon

Woonsocket Y. M. C. A, provided
overnight lodging for 175 service-
men during September, a report
submitted by General Secretary
Victor Berger to the board of di-
‘{rectors of that institution showed
today.

Only 10 servicemen used the “Y
dormitory during the week, the re-
port showed, and the remainder of
the lodgers were accommodated on
Saturday nights, The majority of
these, 89, received free accommo-
dations.

After hearing the report, the
board members decided, Tuesday
night, to meet with representatives
of the Y.W.C.A. to discuss plans for
further aid for servicemen.

The Cosmo club, the “Y.M.s"
women's club has inaugurated the
serving of Sunday morning break-
‘| fasts to the “warrlor” lodgers, as
‘| well as all servicemen who desire
“Ja free breakfast. One breakfast
‘| has been served, at which 25 men
were guests.

The report further stated that
444 men used the [ree showers in
the "Y,” evidence that the Federal
‘| street institution has become &
| favorite haunt for visiting service-
.| men.
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The Past

Electric
- Washers

Great labor saver, and
very economlcal. With it
you can do your washing
quickly and at very litue
QIpense. Its adjustadiv
swing wringer s very
conyenlent. [t can be
operated in any desired
position. Absolutely Euar-
anteed in every rewpect, i
will wear as long and
give as good service 94
any $150.00 washer on the
§ market

P - We will gladly demon-
strate this wonderful
washer {n your home, and
: money will be cheerfully
~ refunded If not absolutely
L‘ _ as represented.

42 S. Main Street
Garden Level
Woonsocket, R.I 02895

Street:

City:

State: ZIP:

Telephone: | ) -

Email;

Type of Membership:

() Family—$25.00

() Single—$15.00

Additional Donation

Total enclosed

Make checks payable to: Woonsocket Historical Society and mail to the above address.

Did You Know....

Mayor Henri A. Roberge 1941
-1942 was the only Woon-
socket mayor to die in office.
On February 16, 1942, at the
age of 41, he succumbed to
lymphatic leukemia.
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Hustle

Wind gusts hustle
the twenty degrees
of temperature
across the yard
raising fur on a cat
that steps gingerly
across snow

that refracts
unobstructed light
on its winter white.

©asps

The Woonsocket Historical Society is a 501¢3 nonprofit, all volunteer organization. All dues and donations are tax deductible.



