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Christmas Open House

Joan Gahan and Irene Blais at our annual Christmas party.

Words From the President

Now that 2011

is behind us, the
Woonsocket Historical Society s
looking forward to a busy New
Year.

As you know, we are now open on
Saturdays from 9-1. During that
time we are busy archiving, filing,
and doing inventory on our large
collection. You are all welcome to
stop by to say “Hi" , see some of our
unique items and to help if you have
time.

The year 2011 saw many of our
beautiful photos professionally re-
paired and framed by David Am-
aral. Some of these included pano-
ramic photos of company outings,
many of which were held at Rocky
Point, Baptismal certificates, a fash-
ion show at the Stadium c. 1930,
and marriage photos.

Display and storage space is always
a problem and right now we are
trying to reorganize the main room
so everything will flow together. We
are currently looking for an old chair
and lamp to put in the “parlor dis-
play.” If you have anything from the
20's or 30's (or earlier) and would

like to donate it to the Woonsocket
Historical Society, please call me

at 356-0067.

Qur Christmas Open House in De-
cember was well received with
many friends, old and new, stop-
ping by to enjoy the day. Our old
toys are always a freat to show
and people love seeing them.

The annual 2012 conference of the
Rhode Island State and Historical
Commission will be held in Woon-
socket on April 21. The Woonsock-
et Historical Society has been
asked to be involved by giving
walking tours of the Main Street
area. Other historical sites in-
volved are the Museum of Work &
Culture, Beacon Charter School,
Rivers Edge, Stadium Theatre and
St. Ann's Art and Culture Center.

At our next board meeting, one of
the topics we will discuss is hosting
city sightseeing tours. At the French
Heritage Festival that was held in
River Island Park this past Septem-
ber, the Woonsocket Historical
Society hosted three 45 minute city
sightseeing tours. These were so

Cup & Tile
2011/2012

Due to production problems, the
2011 cup and tile that was sup-
posed to be featured at the
French Heritage Festival in Sep-
tember of 2011 was not pro-
duced.

The theme of the 2012 cup and
tile will be the same as what had
been planned for the 2011 mug
and tile - The Woonsocket Call
building. We are hoping that it
will be available starting in April
of 2012.
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well received that we talked about
hosting other tours throughout the year.
Watch for more on this.

Dues were due in October. If you have
not sent them in, please do so.

Wishing you all a healthy and prosper-
ous New Year.

Irene Blais, President

Did You Know?

In 1925 on Memorial Day, the veter-
ans of the Spanish American War
were honored when the so-called
"Hiker" Monument at Court Square
was dedicated in their memory. The
monument was a bronze figure of a
soldier with a
rifle slung
across his arm.
Erected on a
granite pedes-
tal, the monu-
ment bore a
plate with the
inscription, "The
City of Woon-
socket to her
sons who, on
land and seq, defended their nation's
honor in the war with Spain and the
Philippine insurrection in 1898-1902."
The city had contributed $5,000
toward purchase of the monument.
from “Woonsocket, A Centennial
History 1888-2000 “
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View finder and disks - Marian
Champagne

Hockey skates—cir. 1950. Broth-
er Francis Fontaine

Winter Morning

By T. Buchanon Reid

The morning comes, but brings no sun;
The sky with storm is overrun:

And here | sit in my room alone,

And feel, as | hear the tempest moan,
Like one who hath lost the last and best.
The dearest dweller from his breast!
For every pleasant sight and sound
The sorrows of the sky have drowned;
The bell within the neighboring tower
Falls blurred and distant through the
shower;

Lock where | will, hear what | may,
All, all the world seems far away!
The dreary shutters creak and swing,
The windy willows sway and fling

A double portion of the rain

Over the weeping window pane.

But |, with gusty sorrow swayed,

Sit hidden here like one afraid,

And would not one another throw
One drop of all this weight of woel

Woonsocket Patriot
Woonsocket, R
December 14, 1866

Broth

A landlady who had some very
weak chicken broth for dinner the
other day, was asked by one of her
boarders if she couldn't coax that
chicken to wade through that soup
once more!

Woonsocket Patriot
Woongockket, B
Det 14, 1866
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~ Mortal’s Way ~

One day four boys approached Hodja and
gave him a bagful of walnuts.

"Hodja, we can't divide these walnuts among
us evenly. So would you help us, please?"

Just The Boy He Wanted

“Say, do you need a boy?" queried the
little fellow as he stepped inside the door
of the ice dealer’s office.

“ Ever been in the ice business?” queried the
dealer.

“No sir.”

“Know anything about arithmetic?

“Not muchg”

“What would 20 pounds of ice amount to at
2 cents a pound?”

“Eighty cents.”

“Good boy! Come around in the morning
and go to work.”

Hodja asked, "Do you want God's way of
distribution or mortal's way?"

"God's way" the children answered.

Hodja opened the bag and gave two hand-
fuls of walnuts to one child, one handful to
the other, only two walnuts to the third child
and none to the fourth.

"What kind of distribution is this2" the chil-
dren asked baffled.

"Well, this is God's way," he answered. "He
gives some people a lot, some people a
little and nothing to others. If you had asked
for mortal's way | would have given the
same amount to everybody."

The Patriot—

VISIT US ON

Grandma'’s Recipes
Jungle Stew

Soak one cup red kidney beans overnight
then cook in salted water until tender.

Add one cup tomatoes.

Fry medium sized onion in four tbsp. of drip-
pings and add to tomatoes and beans.

When mixture is boiling rapidly, add one
cup raw macaroni and sufficient salt.
Cook until macaroni is done and add one
tablespoon chili powder or paprika. The
later may be omitted but the stew is im-
proved by it's addition.

The Woonsocket Call
April 19,1918

Arnold Vose Work Continues

Woonsocket Call
Aug 3, 1910
f F3 We A
SO
: / Open

Come in and see what the Society has
to offer on any Saturday from 9 a.m.
to 1l p.m.

More work has been done in our adopted
cemetery, the Arnold Vose historical ceme-
tery on East Orchard Street.  The clearing
of some trees and brush was finally accom-
plished in December. With this, we will be

Sixty hours now constitute a week’s work in
all the mills of Woonsocket instead of sixty-
six as heretofore. The wages remain the
same.

Whe Woonsocket JPatriot

Woonsocket, 13
Januarp 1, 1886

able to have repairs to the fence done.
Also to be scheduled is the return of the
monuments restorer to complete restora-
tion on the remaining stones that need
work. One of the worst problems we
have to deal with in this cemetery is the
It will be professionally treat-
ed in the spring. The cemetery is currently
open to the public.

poison ivy.
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Center of tallest tree
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Woonsocket—The Mardi Gras City of The North!

THE
;
A

Presents . . .

CKET JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

IN WOONSOCKET, R. I. .

WOONSOUKET

CALL

.. THE MARDI GRAS CITY OF THE NORTH !

Special Mardi Gras booklet published by the Woonsocket Call

Cover from the Woonsocket Historcial Society collection

Do you remember when the city of Woon-
socket, Rhode Island was called “The Mardi
-Gras City of the North"2

Mardi-Gras or Fat Tuesday is celebrated
the day before Ash Wednesday, the begin-
ning of lent, a 0 day penitential period
leading to the Christian celebration of East-
_er. It is held in warm weather cities like
lew Orleans and Buenos Aires but not in a
~Aorthern atmosphere city like YYoonsocket,

RI.

However, in 1954 a group of young Woon-
socket Jaycees envisioned a celebration that
would put Woonsocket on the map. Some
19 young ladies sought the title of the First
Queen of the Mardi-Gras. A young 19
year old Pauline Nadeau got the honors to
rule over festivities with then secret King
Jace 1st. Some 5,000 people jammed Flynn
Square to witness the coronation of the
Queen and 60,000 people jommed the
parade route on the day of the parade.
This was the first of what would be 6 Mardi-
Gras celebrations.

Governor Dennis Roberts and Mayor Kevin
Coleman reviewed the evening parade at
Monument square as it was televised live
on Channel 10.

Probably the most remembered and with
30 floats and 25 marching bands, nothing
came even close to the celebration of
1955 until the Bicentennial Parade of
1976.

By 1959, part of the Mardi Gras events
were taken to Lincoln Down Race track and
away from the heart of the city. This
would be the last celebration until it was
revived for the Centennial Celebration in
1988.

Since then the Northern Rhode Island Coun-
cil of the Arts has taken over the ob-
servance and returned it to Woonsocket as
a great part of its past. On February 11th
we again relive what use to be “Laissez les
bon temps roulez”. Let the good times roll!
These events of the past eventually led to
what we now know as AUTUMNFEST.

Julien A. Bessette

Vice-President
Woonsocket Historical Society

WHILE THE
SUPPLY LASTS «d

in Handsome Gun-Metal Case

Ta Every Purchaser of & S¢ Sack of "Bull” Durham

o o g
¢ feel sure you will

GENUINE

Buu. DURHAM

SMOKING TOBACCO

(Encugh for Fusty Hand.-Mads Cigarettes in Esch S.cont Sack)

How times have changed - Evening Call, April 13, 1914



Woonsocket Historical Society

42 S. Main Street The Woonsocket Historical Society is dedicated to the preservation of the history of
Garden Level the City of Woonsocket, its people and its rich industrial past.

Woonsocket, RI 02895
It is our mission to identify, collect, document and exhibit historical treasures. We

also educate and engage a diverse cultural community through a variety of pro-

Phone: 401-356-0067 -
grams and exhibits that make history meaningful, accessible and enjoyable.

E-mail: info@woonsockethistoricalsociety.org

Board of Directors

President Emeritus: Phyllis Thomas
President: Irene Blais

Vice President: Julien Bessette
Treasurer: Priscilla Marchand
Secretary: Shulla Sannella
Member: Mary Barnett

Member: Paul Papineau

Member: Rick Whitesell

42 S. Main Street

Garden Level

Woonsocket, R.I 02895

Email: info@woonsockethistoricalsociety.org

Membership Application

Name:

Street:

City: . State: ZIP:

Telephone: | ) -

Email:

Type of Membership: () Family—$25.00
() Single—$15.00
Additional Donation
Total enclosed
Make checks payable to: Woonsocket Historical Society and mail to the above address.

The Woonsocket Historical Society is a 501¢3 nonprofit, all volunteer organization. All dues and donations are tax deductible.



