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A Christmas Celebration

The annual Christmas open
house was held on Sunday
December 5, 2010 with “Toys
of Years Past” as the theme.
On display were many of the
older toys that the society has

in it’s inventory.

The Woonsocket Historical
Society was nicely decorated
and we saw many old faces
Christ-

mas carols played as people

as well as new ones.

spoke of other times, ate the
little snacks that are always
out at this time of the year
and a pleasant afternoon was

enjoyed by all.

Did You Know

There is a Woonsocket, SD. It was founded in 1883 by
Charles H. Prior, a resident of Woonsocket, Rl who was
employed as a surveyor for the Milwaukee Road Rail-

road. Prior named the site after his native town. The first

person born there was named Ralph Woonsocket Elliot.

Taken from the Woonsocket Centennial Book

Words From the President

Happy New Year and wel-
come to the second issue of
the Woonsocket Historical
Society’s Newsletter. You
may remember that we did
not have a name for our
first issue. After thinking it
over, the board members
came up with “The Patriot”
named after Woonsocket's
first newspaper which was
founded in 1833.

The year 2010 was a year
of transition. The society
wdas busy cataloging, filing
and cleaning. This will al-
ways be ongoing. New
Board officers and mem-
bers were named. Now we
feel we can move forward
to 2011. Look for the His-
torical Society to be more
visible and active in the

community. We are on the

move and hope to have a
presence in print media as

well as over the airwaves.

Wishing you all a healthy
and prosperous New Year.

Jnene

A warm welcome to

our new member

Russell Archambault
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In the Year:

4 1879—=Somuel Foss, editor of the
Woonsocket Patriot for 40 years
died.

¢ 1888—City of Woonsocket

incorporated.

# 1929— Stock market crash (Black
Tuesday).

# 1963—-President John F. Kennedy

ossassinated

New Acquisitions
Bookcases - anonymous

Chamber pot and Cato District
information - Albert Menard

Wagon Bench - anonymous

Receipts from Grant’s and Lee’s
Pharmacy - Lucille Gould
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A Forgotten Cemetery

On a side street in the middle of a
residential area of Woonsocket lies a
weed overgrown, neglected cemetery
that is known but to a few people.
This cemetery though is important to
the early history of the city as within it
lay the mortal remains of the son of
the first white settler in Woonsocket
and a person who is responsible for its
early formative years — John Arnold.

He was a farmer and miller on whose
lands much of Woonsocket now stand.
A member of the Society of Friends,
he donated the land for the Quaker
Cemetery on Great Road in 1719.
The following year he procured the
lumber and erected the meeting house
beside the cemetery and it was the
first house of worship in Northern R.l.
When Smithfield was established in
1831, he was the first president of the
Smithfield Town Council.  Upon his
death, he was not buried in the Quak-
er cemetery that he provided for, but
instead was laid to rest in the family
lot near his Providence St. home. In
time it was transferred to the Vose
family who has descendants buried
there, as are Aldrich, Paine, and Ray
families, all prominent families in the
area in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries.

Dr. Seth Arnold, another Woonsocket
son is buried there. He was listed in
the N. E. Mercantile Union Directory of

1849 as
an eclec-
tic physi-
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One must remember that in this time
period, Woonsocket as a city did not
exist but was & mill villages, three on
the East side of the Blackstone River
belonged to Cumberland and 3 on the
West side belonged to Smithfield.
Among the many medicines that the
firm produced, the most popular were
DR. SETH ARNOLD'S BALSAM, used
for treating cholera, dysentery, diar-
rhea, etc, and DR. SETH ARNOLD'S
COUGH KILLER, for coughs, colds,
pneumonia, asthma, croup, malariq,
inflammation of the stomach, and ma-
lignant fevers. Also popular were a
SOOTHING AND QUIET CORDIAL, a
remedy which was good for infantile
pains of the stomach and bowels, and
which also induced sleep, and an INDI-
AN VEGETABLE SUGAR COATED BILI-
OUS PILLS used for headaches, dis-
eases of the stomach, and purifying of

Woonsocket and It's Mills

With the establishment of the Social Man-
ufacturing Company in 1810, Woonsocket
started its history of being a textile town.
The mills were actually in 6 villages that
eventually came together and formed the
City of Woonsocket in 1888. By 1842,
twenty mills were in production of mostly
cotton fabric. By the mid nineteenth centu-
ry, Woonsocket had become one of the
largest textile manufacturing centers in the
United States.

The 1860s saw many migrants from other
countries, principally Canada, come to
Woonsocket to work in the mills and make
a better life for themselves and their fam-
ilies. All was not always perfect in the
world of the mills. In the early 1930's
there were riots in Woonsocket where
two persons were killed over the amount
of the wages given and differences over
union, non-union mills and policy’'s. The
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the blood. If you had something, he
had something to cure it.

The cemetery is small by todays stand-
ards, only approximately 100 by 150
feet in area, and surrounded by a gat-
ed and locked, 6V4-foot tall, chain-link
fence. Within is 130 burials marked
by a range of funerary markers includ-
ing slate and granite headstones, a
paired box tomb, and two large obe-
lisks. The earliest burial in the ceme-
tery dates to 1756.

Over the years, the city of Woonsocket
Public Works Department has done
periodic maintenance but with the cur-
rent financial situation, they no longer
have the manpower to do so. Due to
the significance of the cemetery, the
Woonsocket Historical Society has tak-
en it upon itself to “adopt” this ceme-
tery and will be responsible for its
maintenance. Co-ordination between
city hall and the society is currently
going on. In the spring, a general
cleanup will be announced and in time,
through donations, funds will become
available to repair and reset some of
the stones that have been knocked
over and to repair the fence.

If you would be interested in helping
with the maintenance and restoration,
please contact:

info@woonsockethistoricalsociety.org.

industry had its ups and downs as most
other industries but survived here, even up
today though not in their former glory.
Today there is only one active mill and it
is just a ghost of those in the past.

The society will be sponsoring an exhibi-
tion on the Woonsocket mills in the exhibi-
tion space of the Museum of Werk and
Culture from April 17 to June 12, 2011.
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A Saint With City Ties is Canonized

Saint Brother André Bessette, founder
of the Oratory Saint-loseph in Mon-
treal and known as the “Miracle Man
of Montreal” was canonized a Saint in
the Roman Catholic Church on October
17,2010 by Pope Benedict XVI at the

Vatican in Rome, ltaly.

Brother André was born Alfred Bes-
sefte on August 9th, 1845 in St.
Gregoire, PQ, Canada. He was a
frail child who became an orphan at
the age of 14. Like many of the Que-
becois of the time, at the age of 20 he
left the Province and came to the Unit-
ed States for a better life. Working
in mills in West Warwick, Rl and Moo-
sup, CN, he returned to Quebec 2
years later.

Shortly after his return to Canada, he
entered the order of the Holy Cross
Brothers. Because of his limited edu-
cation and ill health, he was assigned
minimal tasks at the College of Notre
Dame and was given the name of
Brother André

With a strong devotion to St. Joseph,
the step father of Jesus, who he
prayed to daily and with his interces-
sion Brother André performed many
inexplicable healings and eventually
drew large crowds of sick people
seeking cures.

Wanting to build a church to St. Jo-
seph he persisted through many chal-
lenges and eventually was able to
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Our sign has been given a new life thanks
to the students of RiverzEdge Arts Project.
It no longer looks like it came with the
building when it was built. A big thank you
to Brad and his students for a job well
done.

build a small chapel on Mount Royal,
the highest point in Montreal. This be-
came the Oratory Saint Joseph of
Mount Royal, the world center of de-
votion to Saint Joseph.

Brother André has several relatives in
Rhode Island, including Woonsocket
and visited several times. When in the
city, he would stay with an aunt on
Front Street and pray in Precious
Blood Church. He was also known to
have visited Little Rose" Ferron, a city
stigmatic on his stays in Woonsocket.

The trip to Montreal was a “once in @
lifetime experience” never to be for-
gotten. More than 50,000 persons
attended the Olympic Stadium mass
said by the Archbishop of Montreal,
Cardinal Turcotte and assisted by
some 60 Archbishops/Bishops from
Canada and the United States.

The presence of Saint Brother André
Bessette was felt, when in the proces-
sion, fellow members of his order
brought in his heart in a special glass
container. The entire gathering rose
to their feet, waved handkerchiefs
and applauded until the relic was
placed before the alter.

Woonsocket celebrated the event on
November 14th with a special mass at
Precious Blood church with His Excel-
lency Bishop Louis E. Gelineau, Bishop
Emeritus of Providence as the main
celebrant with local clergy in attend-

Mug and Tile—2011

The selection for the 2011 mug and tile
has been made. The Woonsocket Call
building c. 1930’s will be featured. These
will be available sometime in April.

The 2010 mug and tile depicting Woon-
socket Hospital has sold very well. Land-
mark Medical Center was kind enough to
offer us space in the cafeteria before
Christmas to sell them.

ance.

All in all the events were an experi-
ence that few people get to take part
in during their lifetime and it becomes
especially meaning when the Saint is
in one's family tree. The Vice-
president of the Woonsocket Historical
Society, Julien A. Bessette is a seventh
cousin of Saint Brother André Bessette.

Opening for the New
Year

Beginning in February, we will be
open 2 days a week for a few
hours - Tuesdays from 10 to 2 and
Saturday from 9 to 1. If you have
a little time and would like to volun-
teer to man the headquarters dur-
ing open hours, help with event
planning, cataloging and other
things that are required in the oper-
ation of the Society, please contact.

Irene. 401-356-0067 or email:

info@woonsockefhistoricqIsociety.org



Woonsocket Historical Society

The Woonsocket Historical Society is dedicated to the preservation of the history of the City of Woonsocket, it's

42 §. Main Street people and it's rich industrial post.

Garden Level
Woonsocket, RI 02895 It is our mission to identify, collect, document and exhibit historical treasures. We also edutate and engage a
diverse cultural community through o variety of programs and exhibits that make history meaningful, ccessible

and enjoyable.
Phone: 401-356-0067

E-mail: info@woonsockethistoricalsociety.org Board of Directors

President Emeritus: Phyllis Thomas
President: Irene Blais

Vice President: Julien Bessette
Treasurer: Priscilla Marchand
Secretary: Schulla Sannella
Member: Mary Barnett

Member: Poul Popineau

Member: Rick Whitesell

42 S. Main Street
Garden Level
Woonsocket, RI 02895

Email: info@woonsockethistoricalsociety.org

Membership Application

Name:

Street:

City: . State: ZIP:

Telephone: () -

Email;

Type of Membership: () Family—$25.00
( ) Single—$15.00
Additional Doenation
Total enclosed
Make checks payable to: Woonsocket Historical Society and mail to the above address.

The Woonsocket Historical Society is a 501¢3 nonprofit, all volunteer organization. All dues and donations are tax deductible.



