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Message from President

Welcome to our newsletter. We plan
on sending out a newsletter three
times a year. Look for our next one
in June/July.

We are inviting our members to join
us for our monthly meetings that are
held on the last Tuesday of the month
at 6:15 pm at the Historical Society.

Please share this newsletter with
family and friends. If you know
anyone who might be interested in
joining the Woonsocket Historical
Society, a membership form is
attached.

Grants

In 2021 the Woonsocket Historical
Society was awarded three grants - a
Levy grant, Legislative grant and a

Rotary grant. With this money we
were able to start a website and we
plan on creating a Woonsocket
activity book for children.

We also contacted a company that
will install window treatment on our
big windows. Each window will have
a graphic featuring a Woonsocket
landmark and they will protect our
collection from dangerous UV rays.
It will also allow us to see outside but
people outside will not be able to see
inside.

Web site

Visit our new website at
Woonsockethistoricalsociety.com. It
is still being constructed but you will
get a good idea of what it will look
like.

New Members 2021/2022
Mayor Lisa Baldelli Hunt

Dan Gendron

David Soucy

Leo Allard

Sandrina Baldelli
Mayor Charlie Baldelli
John Barrie

Sylvia Bartholomy
Roger Beausoleil

Al Beauparlant

Don Burke

Jonathan Chan & Kallie Rayner
Pauline Clancy

Lorraine Cloutier



Domenique Doiron
Glen Dusablon

Erik Eckilson
Mayor Leo Fontaine
Renee Darling and Ron Miller
Don Hoard

Stella Jacobsen
Father John Kiley
Paul Lavallee

Cathy Levesque/Owen Bebeau
Garrett Mancieri
Paul Mainville
Jennifer McDonald
Norm Messier
Wally Rathbun
Gordon Robinson
Angela Rondeau
Paul Ruo

Cynthia Thibodeau
Vincent Ward

Tom Ward

Tom Wrona

Existing Members

Julien Bessette - Member Emeritus

Russell Archambault
Albert Aubin

Raymond & Simone Bacon

Eric Berkey & Tina Clark

Roger Beaudry

[rene Blais

Roger Bouchard
Romeo Berthiaume
Joyce Bileau
Christopher Carcifero
Phillip Desautels

Jeff Emidy

Raymond Gaboury
Joan Gahan

Tammy Irwin

Robert & Jeanne Larder
John Labrecque
Priscilla Marchand
Bert Paul

Eugene Peloquin
Larry Poitras

Fred Reinhardt
Marlene Smith

Richard Whitesell

Historical Story

Daniel Webster Wore Suit Made of
Woonsocket Worsted

When anyone refers to the beginning
of the woolen and worsted textile
trade in Woonsocket during the 19"
Century, the name of Edward Harris
almost immediately comes to mind,



but this gentleman was not the local
pioneer in that branch of the industry.

In the Spring of 1818, Welcome
Farnum came to Woonsocket from
Uxbridge, MA and turned his
attention to the weaving of woolen
fabrics. In 1821 he established
himself with his brother, Darius D., in
a building at the corner of South Main
and Bernon streets in Woonsocket
that had been erected by James
Arnold, and manufactured broadcloth.

The cloth made by Mr. Farnum was
regarded as of a superior quality and
compared favorably with imported
goods, so much so that it took prizes
wherever it was exhibited in the
country. Woven on hand looms, it
sold for $10 a yard.

The Farnum brothers presented to
Daniel Webster a suit made of their
broadcloth, which he wore in the
United States Senate and pointed to
with pride in a speech during
protection for home industry.

After the death of his brother,
Welcome Farnum carried on alone for
many years until he had amassed a
considerable fortune. Then he retired
from the textile business to participate
actively in the projecting and
financing of the railroads built in this
section. He died May 13, 1874,

Taken from the Woonsocket Call, June 1,
1942

Crowley Bacon Historical Collection

Right before the Covidl9 pandemic
hit us, the Woonsocket Historical

Society was  gifted, by the
Woonsocket School Dept, the large
collection of Woonsocket
memorabilia that had been housed in
the Crowley Bacon Room at the
Woonsocket High School. The
collection consists of photos, maps,
slides, books and school files all
relating the Woonsocket history.

Vose Arnold Cemetery

In 2011 The Woonsocket Historical
Society adopted an  overgrown
abandoned cemetery on East Orchard
Street in the city. This is the second
oldest in the city dating back to the
1740. Tt is an important cemetery as
John Arnold, considered the first
white setter in Woonsocket, is buried
there along with his wife, children and
some descendants. Since 2011 we
have maintained the cemetery. Also,
there is a Revolution War Veteran
buried in the cemetery. Because of
this the historical society is eligible
for funds from the NSDAR to be
applied toward the restoration of the
cemetery. There will be more on this
in the next Newsletter.,

Current Exhibits

Large collection of Woonsocket Milk
bottles on loan from anonymous
Woonsocket collector.

Woonsocket advertising memorabilia.

Recent Donations

Decorative Plate featuring Armory
from Weeks Furniture

Grimes 3 Gallon Whiskey Bottle



Woonsocket Sr High School Student
Handbook 1971-1972

Argonne Worsted snapshots
McCarthy's Xmas Box

Woon Historical Minutes
Woon HS Quivers 1937-1938
Radio Receiving Tube ¢.1928
Radcliff Restaurant Menu
WPA Plaque 1935-1938
Dybala green soda bottle

5th WHS Reunion white milk glass
dish

Continental Insurance Co presentation
certificate to Soucy Insurance c¢. 1964

Sacred Heart Parish history
Two St. Clare Yearbooks

One Mt. St. Charles Yearbook
McCarthy's Hat Box

ZAP the Blackstone Celebrates 50-
Year Anniversary

A 50th anniversary celebration is
happening this year, one that possibly
few have heard of: ZAP

One of the more beautiful and
important parts of our region is the
Blackstone River. This 40-plus mile
waterway began about 15,000 years
ago when a glacier carved a deep U-
shaped river valley.

During its trek from its headwaters in
Worcester to its end at Pawtucket
Falls, the river drops about 438 feet,
or over 9 feet every mile. This drop
made the Blackstone a perfect choice

for 19th century industries to build
along its bank. Water-powered
wheels worked the machines in the
building, making this part of the
country home to over 100 mills, and

one of the busiest industrial regions in
the U.S.

Unfortunately, this industry also made
the Blackstone one of the most
polluted river in America: Heavy
metals and dye cloths were thrown
into the water, along with mountains
of  trash. Aquatic  animals
disappeared.

However, in 1972, a grassroots group
of citizens decided that the river had
had enough and founded "Zap the
Blackstone." They formed cleanups
that began to breath life back into the
waters. Not only did they do their
best to stop those who threw
pollutants into the river, they also
removed accumulated garbage.

We know now that all their work has
slowly paid off, and that the
Blackstone is safe for canoeing and
kayaking, and other boating. Also,
many animal species have returned,
and the river itself is once again a
beautiful tribute to those who began
50 years ago to try to transform an
ugly part of the area to as pristine a
waterway as  possible. The
Blackstone is not yet ready for
bathing or drinking, but it is fantastic
how far the river has come.

Zap will be celebrating its 50 year
anniversary this year, and there are
plans to continue working with the
Blackstone, to make sure it will never
return to the conditions that made the
thousands of volunteers want to do



their part to ZAP the Blackstone in
1972.  We owe it to ourselves this
year to make a special attempt to be
sure everyone is aware of the
magnificent jewel we have in this part
of our region. Let's all do our best to
ZAP the Blackstone whenever we
can.

In honor of the first cleanup in
September 1972, ZAP the Blackstone
is planning cleanups on August 27
and September 10. Read more about
heir activities at zaptheblackstone
.com.

Taken from The  Landmark,
publication of the Blackstone Valley
Historical ~Society. Written by
Francine Jackson.

Amazon Smile

Amazon Smile is a part of Amazon
that allows you to shop as well as
generate a corporate donation for the
Woonsocket Historical Society.

Choose the Woonsocket Historical
Society as the charity that will benefit
from your purchases at no extra cost
to you. Make sure you use the
Amazon Smile website to shop -
www.smile.amazon.com

Baptist Cemetery

In 1832 a beautiful spot of land was
designated as the Baptist Cemetery
which was located on Railroad and
Cato Street. It was used by
parishioners of the Baptist Church.
Today High Street and a railroad
station exist there and no church
remains.

An archeologist was hired by a
property owner to determine if burials

still remained. During the excavation,
three bodily remains were located, an
adult and two children. This was
confirmed.

Out of 15 known burials, based on
gravestone transcripts, a few were
relocated at other cemeteries. A few
are presumed to still be buried on
Cato St. We are certain three burials
absolutely remain at Cato exactly as
they were buried when they were laid
to rest a century ago.

Their identities are unknown. Two of
the graves are side by side and the
third one is located further back away
from the street. Two of the remains
may be related, but the third is not.
Many will ask how does such a thing
occur? That is a question that is
asked way to often in the state of
Rhode Island...

The time to preserve and protect these
historical gems is now before they
disappear.

Written by Gregory Duhamel from
the Woonsocket Historic Cemetery
Volunteers

Store Items for Sale

Mugs & Tiles featuring prominent

Woonsocket landmarks $5

Harris Block

Woonsocket City Seal



Cold Spring Park

Opera House

Globe Bridge

Court House

Main Street

The Blackstone River
Woonsocket Centennial
Monument Square
Longley Building

Harris School (old school)
Fire Station #3

Court St. Bridge

Post Office Square
Autumnfest

Museum of Work & Culture
Lafayette Worsted

Harris Elementary School (new
school)

McCarthy's Clock

Champs Diner

Ye Olde English Fish & Chips
Woonsocket Hospital
Woonsocket Call

Chan's Fine Oriental Dining
Tiles

Harris Block

Woonsocket City Seal

Cold Spring Park

Opera House

Globe Bridge

Court House

Main Street

The Blackstone River
Woonsocket Centennial
Monument Square

Harris School (old school)
Fire Station #3

Post Office Square
Autumnfest

Museum of Work & Culture
Aram Pothier

Lafayette Worsted

Harris Elementary School (new
school)

Ye Olde English Fish & Chips
Woonsocket Hospital
Woonsocket Call

2015 100th Anniversary
Commemorative Mug $15

Books

Woonsocket Highlights of History by
Dr. Alton Thomas $20

1876 History of Woonsocket RI by
Erastus Richardson $15

Old Woonsocket erastus & doc by
Dr. Alton Thomas $15

Woonsocket - People from the Past by
the Woonsocket Historical Society
$20



Woonsocket - Monuments, Plaques
and Memorials by the Woonsocket
Historical Society $20

Woonsocket -Images of America $22

Woonsocket Revisited - Images of
America $22

She Wears a Crown of Thorns by
Rev. O.A. Boyer $20 (Story of Rose
Ferron)

My Heart Speaks to Thee - The Life
of Marie Rose Ferron by Wanda
Sadowski $5

Old Woonsocket, RI Photo Postcards
Book featuring 24 postcards $15

If you are interested in purchasing
items from our store, please contact
the Woonsocket Historical Society at
356-067.

Cash and checks are accepted.
Local deliveries to your door is free.
Shipping fee for single item is $5.

Multiple or large items require an
adjusted rate.

1 / Limited items are also available at

Timeless Antiques on Main Street.

v The Woonsocket Historical Society is

located behind the Museum of Work
& Culture at 42 South Main Street.
Parking on the street.  Hours open:

Wednesday 9-1 and Saturday 12-3.

I/

¥,

Phone 356-0067

Web site: Woonsocket Historical
Society

The Woonsocket Historical Society is
dedicated to the preservation of the
history of the City of Woonsocket, its
people and its rich industrial past.

/ Mission Statement

It is our mission to identify, collect,
document and exhibit historical
We also educate and
engage a diverse cultural community
through a variety of programs and
exhibits that make history meaningfil,
accessible and enjoyable.

treasures.

Board of Directors:

Irene Blais, President
Richard Whitesell, Vice President
Priscilla Marchand, Treasurer
Tammy Irwin, Secretary
Committee Members

Russell Archambault

Roger Beaudry

Chris Carcifero

Joan Gahan

Bert Paul

Larry Poitras



