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What have we been up to? We’ve been busy! 

One of our projects for the last several months has been to organize our enormous collection of 
information and memorabilia. We have labeled and organized close to 100 shelves of Woonsocket 
related material! What's on those 100 or so shelves?? Here's a partial list: theater posters, scrapbooks, 
photo albums, hat boxes, calendars, framed pictures, maps, bound copies of newspapers including the 
Woonsocket Star, La Tribune and the Woonsocket Call. 

In addition, we have labeled and categorized an expansive photo 
and slide collection that includes thousands of scenes of 
Woonsocket. We have also categorized over twenty shelves of 
books. Our collections include Woonsocket City Directories from 
1844 to 2000, and a variety of books dealing with various 
Woonsocket History topics. Also in our collection are yearbooks 
from Woonsocket High, Mount St. Charles and St. Clare schools. 

  

We also have an abundance of Woonsocket 
memorabilia that includes many memories. Here's a 
short list of hundreds of items now on display for all 
to see: medicine bottles from Savard and Gallant 
and Pratt Drug Stores, measuring rulers from 
Simoneau Furniture, Wade's Dairy, Deslauriers 
Bakery, just to mention a few. Also included in our 
massive collections are letter openers from many 
Woonsocket businesses of the past, including the 
Cherry Brook Worsted and countless paper weights 
from businesses and manufacturers, including the 
Florence Dye Works. 

 Have you ever wondered how many dairies were once operating in Woonsocket? We have dozens of milk 
bottles on display, plus soda and spring water bottles from Woonsocket. 

We have spent countless hours organizing an incredible collection of newspaper clippings and photos - 
detailing a variety of Woonsocket related topics from Greg Abate to Anthony Zifcak. 



That's not all! We have labeled and cataloged over forty file drawers filled with information and photos 
that include topics such as Theaters, Autumnfest, Elections, Fire Department, Police Department, 
Mayors...and many more interesting topics. 

  

We continue to receive numerous collectible items for our displays. Some recent arrivals include a wall 
thermometer from Lozeau's Oil Service, a key from the St. James Hotel (room 315). World War II 
Newsletters from city manufacturers including Finkelsteins and U.S. Rubber. A jewelry box from Boulay's 
Jewelers, a sidewalk plaque from R.A. Bergesson Construction, a 1932 WHS Quiver and a Theroux 
Brothers Trucking tie pin! 

We invite you to stop in and browse in air-conditioned 
comfort! Please check us out and enjoy reminiscing and 
learning about our great historic city of Woonsocket. 

 The Woonsocket Historical Society is located at Market 
Square and is open every Wednesday from 9:00am to 
12:00pm and every Saturday from 10:00pm to 3:00pm. Free 
parking at our door, located behind the Museum of Work 
and Culture. Admission is always FREE. 

  

 

Happy browsing! 

Larry Poitras 
Vice President, Woonsocket Historical Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


