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A Part of Woonsocket History
Reiurns

September 20,

the same year
Woonsocket be-
| came a city, the people
| of Woonsocket wel-
| comed the opening of
the largest stage in
' Rhode Island, the
| Woonsocket Opera
House. Located on
North Main Street near
Monument Square, it
had 3 balconies and a
seating capacity  of
1,500. On opening
night it saw 1,700 peo-
ple crowded into it to
see Maude Banks in "Ingomar the Barbarian.”

1888,

For a small view of it, it is the brown building on the left in the trolley
car picture on page 3.

Considering that in 1897 Woonsocket had a population of 25,000

Words From the President

Spring at last!

Look for the Woonsocket Histori-
cal Society table at the annual
Quota Club flea market at the
Elks on April 14. The new 2012
mug and tile featuring The Call
building will be on sale for $8.

On April 28, the Woonsocket
Historical Society will be sponsor-
ing a bus trip visiting six different
churches in the city. We will
leave from the Woonsocket His-
torical Society at 9:00 am and
we will return by 3:00. The
churches we will visit are Society
of Friends (Quaker) on 146A, St.
James Episcopal on Hamlet Ave.,
_Assembly of God on Mendon
»ad, St. John the Baptist Romani-

1 Orthodox Church on Elbow
Street, and St. Elias Melkite Cath-
olic Church on Hamilton Street.

We'll end the trip at St. Ann's
Cultural Center where we will
have a light lunch and a presen-
tation. This trip is not handicap
accessible.  Wear comfortable
shoes, bring your camera and
come enjoy a fun filled day. The
price is $25.

Contact Irene Blais at 769-9343
or Julien Bessette at 765-2350 to
reserve a seaf.

lrewme Blads, President

Did you know?

When Woonsocket had streetcars,
they were housed at one of two
car barns - one at the cormer of
Social Street and Diamond Hill
Road and the other at Park
Square at the site of the Ocean

State Job Lot today.
Woonsocket - Highlights of History
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people, it was quite a building. The New ACC]UISI“IO!’IS

Woonsocket Opera house evolved in
time to vaudeville productions and
films with a name change to “The
New Park” Theatre around 1913.
Movies continued tfo be shown daily
and in time, only on weekends with
its closing in 1963.

Window dressing and architectur-
al drawings from the Woonsocket
Opera House - Dan Pierce

Cup and Tile for
2012

The Woonsocket Historical
Society coffee mug and tile
for this year will be available
at our table at the Quota Club
Flea Market at the Elks Club
on Social Street on April 14,
2012,

Taken over by the city for unpaid
taxes and scheduled for demolition
due to extensive damage while emp-
ty, citizens of Woonsocket formed
The Woonsocket Opera House Socie-
ty and got a reprieve for it. With a
state grant of $250,000 it was to be
turned into the city's cultural center.
Unfortunately just 2 weeks before its
transfer to the Opera Society, it was
destroyed by fire on September 22,
1975.

It features the Woonsocket
Call building on Main Streef
and we will also have a lim-
ited offering of past years.
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As part of the upcoming renovations, :* rEe e
spring

a young student from Rhode Islund:
School of Design came to the city to #

s : &
do softe prehmena.ry drawings of g Wanting to come slowly
the building. In his research and ® ¥
: s & to the minutes that sweep
documentation of the building, he & .

o the first fist of frosty leaves
came across the original wooden
window dressings that had been
removed when the building under-
went renovations earlier in its life
and the windows bricked up. One
was taken back to Providence so a
drawing could be created and fortu-
nately it was as the building was
destroyed a few days later. As
there was no interest from anyone in
having it returned, he retained it and
in time, was displayed in his office at
its opening.

from the Cimmerian soil

as sage and oregane assert
their rank in the garden
misted in March sun

that stretches itself to the tip
of the hours pointing fingers
at lilacs that point back
expectant and vulnerable
in this the sweetest season.
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Inside this issue:
Recently the Woonsocket Historical

Society was contacted to see if we  Eat, Me Fur Cout, Eut 2
were interested in it and of course,
we were. If, along with his initial 6 ] .

randma’s Rece
drawings of the building have been 'pes 2
donated to the Society.

Cemetery Work Continues 2
We thank Dan Pierce of Pierce Ar-
chitects of Salem, MA for his years Woansocket's Trolleys 3
of safekeeping and return of a small
part of Woonsocket's history. Society Directory 4
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~ Eat, My Fur C_oat, Eat™

Hodja was invited to a dinner reception. He
put on his old robe and went. When he no-
ticed that no one paid him any aitention, he
rushed back home, put on his new robe and
fur coat, and then returned to the reception.
This time they greeted him at the door, escort-

The animate and Inanimate in a
Fire

—-Three nights ago, Mr. Isreal Switzhenhei-
mer, a South Clark street pawnbroker was
awaokened by the smell of smoke. He and his
wife and three children asleep in the rear of
his store. In an instant he was out of bed,
dragging his wife out of bed with him.

“Der house is burning oop, Rachell” he
shouted.

“Der children, der children! Pring der
children oudt quick!” screamed Mrs. Switz-
heimer.

“Der schildren!” yelled Switzheimer
aghast. “Der schildren can valk. Get quick
der vaches oudt of der show-cases, Rachel.”

Chicago News—1872
4
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gf We Are Open
ﬂ/ Have you visited us

v
/LI_-\f lately?
S Come in and see what the

&, Society has to offer on any Py
Saturday from 9 am.fo 1 4;
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Qur customs and habits are like the ruts in
roads. The wheels of life setile into them,

and we jog along through the mire, because
it is too much trouble to get out of them.

From the Charleston Courier
September 20, 1861

ed him to the table and offered him the most
delicious dishes. Each time they placed o
plate of food in front of him, he dipped the
collar of his fur coat into the food and said,
“Eat, my fur coat, eatl”

Everybody was surprised. So they asked,
“What are you doing, Hodja2"

“Since all this attention and generosity is ex-
fended to my fur coat, it might as well eat the
food, too,” he answered.

Do we sometimes judge by oufer appearance
and nof by what is in the heart?

The Patrie” -

VISTUSON BEmihd

Grandma’s Recipes
Tomato and Sardine Relish

Place on individual plates two or three
small leftuce leaves: on these place two
slices of tomato and on the tomato, two
boned and skinned sardines. Over all pour
French dressing to which has been added
chopped onion.

This makes a good appetizer to serve as a
first course.

The Woonsocket Call
1901

More in the Arnold Vose Cemetery World

March was a good month for the cemetery—as
far as renovations went, Jonathan Appell of
Gravestone Preservation returned and restored
more of the damaged monuments and fine
tuned some that had been done last Summer.
There is still a little work to be done but at the
moment, the monuments are much better than
they were when the project was started.

While Jonathan was working away, we were
lucky to have 2 experienced volunteers from the
Burrillville Historical Society come and help for @
few days.

Betty Mencucci, President of the Burrillville His-
torical Society and her husband Carlos are cur-
rently working on restoring the historical ceme-
teries of Burrillville and were kind enough to
take time to assist in the restoration of ours. A
bit of info gleaned that weekend is that Betty
raises bees and sells honey. Along with their
cinematography talents, there seems to be no
end to this dynamic duos talents.

Carlos and Betty raising o sunken monument

Jonathan detailing in a repair

We are also forfunate to have an intern
from Bryant College, Ryan Dution of New
York, who is cataloging the memorials. His
project will give us a document of size, ma-
terial, condition, carver and other pertinent
information of what is currently in place. In
time we hope to expand on his work and
include histories on the people buried there.

Ryan at work
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Before the coming of the motor car and rr,
people travelling alone, Woonsocket had a
trolley system. In the early 1880's Rich- -
mond, Virginia experimented with electric
overhead trolleys and it proved o success.
Mr. E. K. Ray, a Woonsocket resident, is
considered to be the “father” of the streerf
car service in Woonsocket,  Upon viewing |
the Richmond system, he returned to our
ciry and established a trolley company
here,
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The Waonsocket Street Railway Company |
was incorporated in May of 1886 with the
first car running in 1887. In the beginning
there was service on only one line — Monu-
ment Square to Globe Village but by
1889, six miles of track were in service.
Lines eventually were built on South and
North Main Streeis, Social Street to the
Massachusetts state line, Cass Avenue line |
which extended to Cumberland Hill and £
Manville and the Fairmount and Providence B
Street — Park Avenue Loop line. dele, =
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From the beginning, the trolley cars were financially successful which led
to the founding of the Columbia Street Railway which built a line to
" "ascoag. Around the turn of the century, E. K. Ray had engineers look

.- into the feasibility of constructing a high speed line to Providence. The

most suitable area was from the highland area of Park Avenue, entering
the town of North Providence near Mineral Springs Avenue and connect-
ing with the Union Street Railway for entry into the city of Providence.

After trials in late 1887, it began regular operation on February 2,
1888, with 10 streefcars. Electric power was supplied through overhead
trolley wires {450 volts) for two 7.5 horsepower (5.6 kW) motors on each
car. Large cars weighed 4900 pounds, provided 40 seats, and carried
up to 100 passengers; small cars weighed 6700 pounds with 22 seats
and up to 65 passengers. Running speed was 7.5 miles/hour, with 15
miles/hour as a maximum speed. By June 1888 the system contained 40
cars running on some 12 miles (19 km) of track, including steep grades,
and with 30 curves.

Woonsocket's street railroad provided convenient and inexpensive trans-
pertation that allowed for the continued growth of the city as a retail and
industrial center. Before street cars and trolleys, most city residents were
restricted to the distance they could walk on foot. The street railroad
enable the average worker to live in one section of the city and work or
shop in another.

The Woonsocket Street Railroad Company was incorporated in May
- 1887. Its first street car ran in August of that year when a line was com-
plefed from Monument Square to the Globe Village. By 1889, street cars
were operating from School Street in the Social District to the Globe Vil-
lage; from Bernon on Park Avenue and Hamlet Avenue to the Privilege
Mill Complex; and from Monument Square to Blackstone by North Main
Street and Harris Avenue. Initially, there were four summer and six winter
cars pulled by horses, A central station was maintained at the Providence
and Worcester Railroad Station in Depot Square. By 1893, all of the
street railroad cars were operated by electric power and lines had been
extended to Millville in the northwest, to Slatersville in the west and to
Manville in the ecst.

By 1906, there were trolley lines on all of Woonsocket's major streets

Woonsocket's Trolleys
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nument Se
and more than 70 miles of trolley lines emanated from the city. The
first part of the century also saw street railroad companies actively
promoting resorts and amusement parks. Hoag Pond {Silver Lake) in
Bellingham and Taft Pond (Lake Nipmuc) in Mendan were popular
destinations. With the trolleys, the average worker could now fravel

some distance from home during his precious leisure time.

By the 1930's, street car service in Woonsocket was discontinued and
was replaced by buses.

Cemetery Clean-up

We will be having a cemetery cleanup in | !
May, keep an eye on the Woonsocket
Call or Yalley Breeze for the exact date.

A sign of Spring in the cemetery that §
came up by itself. Hopefully next year f
we will have many more. i



Woonsocket Historical Society

42 3. Main Street
Garden Level

Woonsocket, RI 02895

Phone: 401-356-0067
E-mail: info@woonsockefhistoricolsociefy.org

consocket
Historical Society

Name:

The Woonsocket Historicql Society is dedicated to the pre
the City of Woonsocket, its people and its rich industrial

-

servation of the history of
past, '

It is our mission to identify, collect, document and exhibit historical treasures. We
also educate and engage a diverse cultural community through o variety of pro-
grams and exhibits that make history meaningful, accessible und enjoyable.

Board of Directors

President Emeritys; Phyllis Thomas
President: Irene Blais

Vice President: Julien Bessette
Treasurer: Priscilla Marchand
Secretary: Shulla Sannella
Member: Mary Barnett

Member: Paul Papineay
Member: Rick Whitesell
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Garden Level
Woonsocket, RI 02895
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Street:

City:
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Make checks payable to: Woonsocket Historical Society and mail to the above address,
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